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ADMINISTRATION OF CRIMINAL JUSTICE

CRIMESAND CRIMINAL PROCEDURE
HB 549 by Baldone (Last Action — Sent to Governor)

Authorizes courts to order 3rd and subsequent DWI offenders to participate in drug court
programs as an dternaive to mandatory four-week inpaient substance abuse trestment. Also
darifiesthat these offendersare to be placed on probation supervised by DPS& C to begin the day
after the offender's release from custody.

HB 134 by Bruce (Last Action — Act No. 241)

Authorizes the taking of testimony outside of the courtroom from "protected persons’ who may
have been awitness or victim of a crime, which includes the use of both closed circuit televison
and videotaping of such testimony. Defines "protected person” as any person who isvictim of a
crime or awitnessinacrimind proceeding and who is either (1) fourteen years of age or younge,
or (2) has a developmentd disability or mental retardation.

HB 1508 by Gray (Last Action —Sent to Governor)

Authorizes a child in a juvenile ddinquency proceeding to waive the assistance of counsd if the
child has consulted withanattorney, parent, or caretaker provided that the child is competent and
knowingly and voluntarily waives the right to counsd.

Prohibits the waiver of assistance of counsd in proceedings in which the juvenile is charged with
afeony-grade ddinquent act or in probation or parole revocation proceedings.

SB 781 by Lentini (Last Action — Sent to Governor)

Enacts procedures in which a person can raise the issue of mental incompetence to proceed to
execution. Provides that a person is not competent to proceed to execution when a person
presently lacks the competence to understand that he isto be executed and the reason he is to
suffer that pendty. Requires the filing of a petition verified by affidavit setting forth the facts in
support of the assertion that he is incompetent. Requires the court to order a competency
examinationif the court has reasonable groundsto doubt the person's competency. Provides that
the issue of incompetence shdl be determined by the court ina contradi ctory hearing, and provides
that the burden of proof shdl be a preponderance of the evidence. Authorizes any party against
whom a decision is rendered to make an application for awrit of certiorari or review directly to
the Supreme Court.
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Administration of Criminal Justice

SB 724 by CD Jones (Last Action — Senate Committee)
HB 1421 by Heaton (Last Action — House Committee)
HB 1422 by Martiny (Last Action — House Committee)

Provides for procedures for determining mental incompetency to proceed to execution.

HB 783 by Gray (Last Action — Failed to Pass’/House)

Abolishesthe death penalty for persons under the age of 18 at the time the offense was committed.
SB 221 by Cravins (Last Action — Senate Calendar)

Prohibits the death pendty for the conviction of a cepita offense when the offender had not
reached the age of 17 at the time the offense was committed.

HB 803 by Beard (Last Action — Senate Calendar)

SB 74 by Hines (Last Action —House Calendar)

SB 873 by Lentini (Last Action — Vote on Conference Committee Report Pending/House
and Senate)

HB 557 by Beard (Last Action — House Committee)

SB 782 by Lentini (Last Action — Senate Calendar)

These hills would have ether banned human doning or crimindized human cloning.

HB 690 by Badon (Last Action — Act No. 385)

Provides that illegdly supplying a felon with a firearm is the intentiona giving, sdlling, doneting,
providing, lending, ddivering, or otherwise transferring a firearm to any person known by the
offender to be aperson convicted of afdony and prohibited frompossessing afirearmas provided
for in exiging law. Provides pendtiesfor the crime of illegdly supplying afdon with a firearm of
imprisonment of not more than five yearsand afine of not lessthan $1,000 nor more than $5,000.
At least one year of the sentence imposed shdl be served without benefit of parole, probation, or
suspension of sentence.

HB 640 by M. Guillory (Last Action —Sent to Governor)

Createsthe arime of unlavful exhibitionof sexudly explicit materia inamotor vehide and provides
that it shal be unlanvful for any person to knowingly exhibit sexudly explicit materid in a motor
vehicle on apublic street, highway, public place, or any place open to public view knowing that
the maerid is vidble to the public fromthe motor vehicle. Provides pendties of afine of not more
than $1,000 and imprisonment for not lessthan 10 days nor morethanone year. At least 10 days

Highlights
Page 2 2004 Regular Session



Administration of Criminal Justice

of the sentence imposed shdl be served without benefit of probation, parole, or suspension of
sentence.

HB 1244 by Triche (Last Action —Act No. 111)

Providesthat it shdl be unlawful for any person to organize or conduct any commercid or private
event, whereinthereisadisplay of combat or fighting among one or more domestic or feral canines
and fera or domestic hogs and in which it is intended or reasonably foreseeable that the canines
or hogs would be injured, maimed, mutilated, or killed. Providesthat it shal be unlawful for any
person to intentiondly do any of the following for the purpose of organizing, conducting, or
finanddly or materidly supporting any hog and canine fighting event: (1) finance, commercidly
advertise, supply materids, sdl tickets of admission, or employ persons, (2) own, manage, or
operateany fadility or property, (3) supply, breed, train, or kegp caninesor hogs, or (4) knowingly
purchase tickets of admisson. Provides pendties of a fine of not more than $1,000 and
imprisonment for not more than sx months, or both.

HB 1703 by Shepherd (Last Action — Failed to Pass’House)

Would have madeit unlanful for any person to wear clothing in any public place or place opento
the public view, which intentionally exposes undergarments or certain body parts. Provided for
exceptions for clothing worn in a private residence, svimming &tire worn a a swimming pool or

beach, dothingworninconjunction with an organized fashion show, or clothing wornby aperson
in the practice of their legd professon or trade.

GAMING

HB 1719 by Murray (Last Action — Failed to Pass/House)

Would have authorized domestic cruiseship gaming. Provided for an exception to the crime of
gambling and established licenang and regulatory criteria for gamingto be conducted onadomestic
cruiseship.

HB 1418 by DeWitt (Last Action — House Committee)

Would have prohibited one entity from holding more than four riverboat gaming licenses, dots a
tracks licenses, or the casino operating contract or any combination of those licenses.

HB 1559 by Damico (Last Action — House Committee)

Highlights
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Administration of Criminal Justice

Would have provided that games of skill are not illegal gambling devicesand the use or operation
of such devices or machines shdl not be a violation of the crime of gambling. Defined games of
«ill.

HB 356 by Martiny (Last Action — Sent to Governor)

Provides that it is unlawful for any person under 21 years of age to play casno games, gaming
devices, or dot machines or to enter the designated gaming area of ariverboat, the land-based
casino, or the designated dot machine gaming area of a pari-mutuel wagering facility which offers
live horse racing.

HB 263 by Martiny (Last Action — Act No. 324)

Createsthe crimesof the use of acounterfelt or unlavful wagering instrument; unlavful possession
of devicesintended for violations of the Louisana Gaming Control Law; and the manufacture, sale,
or digtribution of gaming materidsintended for illegd use.

Highlights
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AGRICULTURE

ANIMALS
HB 681 by K. Carter (Last Action —House Committee)

Would have prohibited promoting, attending, or conducting a cockfight. Additionaly, the hill

prohibited possessing or handling a fighting bird or cockfighting wegpons, employment at a
cockfight, breeding of fighting birds, mutilation of fighting birds, and transporting fighting birds.

Further provided for pendtiesfor violations.

M ARKETING AND PROMOTION
HB 1192 by Townsend (Last Action — Sent to Governor)

Createsthe Louisana Aquaculture Coordinating Council within the Department of Agricultureand
Forestry and provides generdly for the regulation and promotion of finfish aguaculture by the
coundil, the department, and the Louisana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission. Provides for the
powers, duties, and functions of the council which include advising the commissioner on the
implementation of regulations, the promotion of aguaculture and aquacultureproducts, theissuance
of licenses, and pendtiesto beimpaosedfor violations. Specificaly providesthat the coundil initiates
the process of gpproving aspeciesfor aguaculture by making a priminary proposal regarding the
species. Providesthat the commissioner isresponsible for rulemaking, issuing licenses and permits,
conducting inspections, enforcing rulesand regulations, and indituting civil proceedings to enforce
his orders, rules and regulations.

SB 42 by Nevers (Last Action — Act No. 58)

Requires state agenciesto assist the Department of Agriculture and Forestry, when requested by
the department, in the development, regigtration and licenang of a trademark or label for use in
promoting Louisiana agricultura products. Authorizes the department to sdl licenses for the use
of such trademarks or labels to persons, firms, partnerships, corporations, associations, or other
organizations for use in promoting Louisiana agricultura products.

Effective only if a condtitutiona amendment providing for a special fund (Senate Bill 44) is
approved by the voters.
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Agriculture
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APPROPRIATIONS
2004 FIRST EXTRAORDINARY SESSION

HB 12 by Alario (Last Action — House Calendar)
SB 8 by Heitmeier (Last Action — Act No. 11)

The Louisana Condtitution provides for the establishment of the Budget Stabilization Fund and
requires the following revenues to be deposited into the fund:

(1) Moniesavailable for gppropriation in excess of the expenditure limit.

(2) All minera revenues received by the state in each fiscd year in excess of $750 million (the
base). This base can be increased every 10 years by an amount not to exceed 50% of the
increase in the Consumer Price Index (CPI) for theimmediately preceding 10 years.

(3) 25% of any monies recognized by the Revenue Estimating Conference as nonrecurring.

(4) Any other monies appropriated to the fund by the legidature induding the balance of any
monies declared to be nonrecurring after making the deposit required in (3) above.

Thislegidationincreases the base amount of revenuesreceived fromthe Sate as a result of minera
revenues from $750 millionto $850 million. Thisincreaseis caculaed by comparing the index of
FY 1992-1993 with FY 2002-2003 which reflects dightly less than 50% in the aggregate of the
increase in the CPI for the last 10 years.

Senate Bill No. 8 providesthat inthe event the Revenue Edimating Conference revises the officia
forecast for FY 2003-2004 to incorporate additiona state general fund revenue resulting fromthis

Act, not lessthan $46,400,000 of such additiond revenue shdl be appropriated to theLa. Medical
Assistance Trugt Fund to be used in FY 2004-2005 for the Medica Vendor Payments Program.

2004 REGULAR SESSION
APPROPRIATION BILLS

HB 1 by Alario (Last Action — Sent to Governor)

Information on the budget will be mailed under separate cover.
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Appropriations

HB 1628 by Alario - Supplemental Appropriations (Last Action — Sent to Governor)

Appropriates supplemental funding, and provides for means of finandng subgtitutions and other
budgetary adjustments for the operation of various departments for the 2003-2004 Fiscal Y ear.
Provides for net changes in gppropriations asfollows. State General Fund (Direct) increases by
$234,981,844; Interagency Transfersincrease by $3,249,642; Fees & Self-generated Revenues
decrease by $150,000; Statutory Dedications increase by $5,799,757; and Federd Funds
decrease by $2,216,850.

HB 1482 by Alario - Judicial Expense Act (Last Action —Sent to Governor)

Appropriates total funding of $112,047,619 for Fisca Year 2004-2005 from the following
sources. $101,119,393 out of the state general fund (direct), $5,000,000 through interagency
transfers from the Department of Socia Services, and $5,928,226 from statutory dedications out
of the Judges Supplemental Compensation Fund, Trid Court Case Management Fund, and the
Patient's Compensation Fund.

Funding for the ordinary operating expenses of the judicid branch of government is provided as
follows, however suchdlocations shall be reduced by atota of $8,469,388 according to a plan
adopted by the Judicia Budgetary Control Board:

(1)  LouisianaSupreme Court $52,156,131
(2  Courtsof Appesl 33,921,054
(3  Didtrict Courts 25,676,850
(4)  Crimind Court, Parish of Orleans 4,304,851
(5  Juvenileand Family Courts 1,821,249
(6) Other Courts (Required by Statute) 2,150,252
(7 Other Courts (Not Required by Statute) 486,620

TOTAL $112,047,619

HB 1542 by Salter - Legidative Appropriation Act (Last Action -Sent to Governor)

Provides for expenses of the legidature and its service agencies for FY 2004-2005 including:

House of Representatives $ 25,179,235
Senate $ 15,254,561
Auditor $ 6,220,000
Legidative Fiscal Office $ 2,011,879
Louisana State Law Indtitute $ 872,829
Legidative Budgetary Control Council $ 6,805,300

Highlights
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Appropriations

Legidative Actuary $ 440,672
Totd state generd fund $ 56,784,846

SPECIAL FUNDS
HB 619 by Alario (Last Action — Sent to Governor)

Provides for the capture of resdua balances from various specid treasury funds for use in the
Fisca Year 2004-2005 operating budget. Further provides that the Louisana Economic
Development Corporation is directed to execute a loan from statutorily dedicated monies in the
Louisana Economic Development Fund to the Louisana Stadium and Exposition Didtrict in an
amount sufficient to pay contractua obligations of the didtrict relative to professona sports
franchises, not to exceed $7.5 million, and not to exceed eight yearsin duration. Theloan will be
repaid from revenue growth, mainly from the hotel occupancy tax, of the Louisana Stadium and
Exposgition Didtrict.

HB 671 by Bruneau (Last Action — Sent to Governor)

Creates the Department of Justice Legad Support Fund (hereafter "fund") as a specid fund in the
state treasury, to be comprised of a portion of moniesrecovered by theattorney genera fromcourt
awarded judgments, settlements, fines, fees, and penalties resulting from litigation handied by the
attorney generd. Up to $500,000 per year shdl be deposited into the fund from such sources.
Monies recovered fromjudgments or settlementsinvolving the Department of Transportation and
Development, the office of risk management, and certain recoveries related to the Department of
Natural Resources and Department of Environmental Qudlity are excluded from those digible for
deposit into thisfund. Monies may be appropriated fromthe fund to the Department of Justice to
be used s0lely for defraying costs of expert witnesses, consultants, contract lega counsd,
technology, specidized employee training and education, and public education initiatives.
Unexpended and unencumbered moniesin the fund at the end of afiscd year remain in the fund.
Interest earnings oninvesment of moniesinthe fund shdl be deposited in and credited to the State
generd fund.

HB 757 by Salter (Last Action — Senate Committee)

Would have recreated the Teacher Supplies Fund as a specia fund in the state treasury, which
would have been comprised of moniesappropriated for the enhancement of teaching supplies for
the benefit of the childrenenrolled inapproved schools. The Department of Education would have
developed regulations for the alocation of funds to certain public eementary and secondary
schools based on the number of pupils. Approved schools would have included schools with
Louisands schoal districts, including charter schools and eementary and secondary schools
operated by L SU and Southern Universty, the Department of Public Safety and Corrections, and
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2004 Regular Session Page 9



Appropriations

the Louisiana School of Math, Science and the Arts. Would have provided that at least 75% of
the funds gppropriated would have beenused for materiads and supplies that are not consumable
within a one-year period of time. The Department of Education would have been directed to
deve opregulations and guideinesfor distributionof the monies appropriated fromthe fund, subject
to approva by the Board of Elementary and Secondary Education.

HB 1278 by Tucker and Futrell (Last Action — Senate Committee)

Would have established the Military Economic Development and Transportation Fund as aspecial
fund in the state treasury. Moniesinthe fund would have been received through gifts, grants, and
donationsfromindividuds, partnerships, and public or private organizations. Monies appropriated
by the legidature would have been subject to budgetary control or authority of the divison of
adminigration. The proposed legidation provided for monies in the fund to be available for the
purpose of infrastructure, improvements, and constructionrelated to military ingalation and base
reglignment and closures.

OFFICE OF GROUP BENEFITS

HB 1275 by Futréll (Last Action —Sent to Governor)
HB 995 by Murray (Last Action — Sent to Governor)

House Bill No. 1275 expandsdigibility for programs administered by the Office of Group Benefits
to include any active or retired member of the Louisana National Guard, provided such active or
retired member agrees to pay 100% of the premium and certifies that other coverage is not
available through his or her employer or the member is not eigible for Medicare.

House Bill No. 995 expandsdligihility for programs administered by the Office of Group Benefits
toincludethe digtrict attorney and the employees of the ditrict attorney's office of New Orleans.

Highlights
Page 10 2004 Regular Session



CiviL LAw AND PROCEDURE

M ARRIAGE

HB 61 by Scalise
Condgtitutional Amendment (Last Action — Filed with Secretary of State)

SB 166 by Hainkel
Condtitutional Amendment (Last Action — House Calendar)

Provides that marriage in the state of Louisana shdl congst only of the union of one man and one
womanand prohibitsoffidds or courtsfromconferring marriage or thelega incidentsthereof upon
any union other thanone man and one woman. Also provides that alega status smilar to that of
marriage shdl not be vaid or recognized for unmarried individuas and prohibitsthe recognitionby
any officid or court of amarriage contracted in another jurisdiction which is not the union of one
man and one woman.

HB 252 by Broome (Last Action — Sent to Governor)

Provides that the laws governing married couples generdly aso apply to covenant marriage
spouses and the spouses owe each other love and respect and are bound to live together, maintain
thar children and manage their household. Provides that counsaling needed to preserve the
marriage shdl take place after the spousesexperiencedifficultiesand shdl continue until ajudgment
of divorce, except if aspouse or child has been abused by the other spouse.

L EASES
HB 38 by Ansardi (Last Action —Sent to Governor)

Revisesand reorganizes the Civil Code Articlesonleaseinduding updating terminology, codifying
various jurisprudentid rules, darifying the determination of a term, appropriating the ownership of
improvements, extending warranties and guiddinesfor ther waiver, providing whenrent isdue and
procedures for dissolution, and providing for the lessor's privilege and the termination of a lease.
Effective January 1, 2005.

SB 581 by Schedler (Last Action — Sent to Governor)

Provides that if a lessee remains on the property after a find judgment of expulsion has been
rendered, he shall be required to pay any court costs related to his expulsion.

Highlights
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Civil Law and Procedure

PROCEDURE
HB 75 by Ansardi (Last Action — Failed to Pass/House)

Would have provided that if a court determines a suit or adefenseto asuit to be dearly inaufficent
on its face or have no rationa arguments based upon the evidence or law, the nonprevailing party
shall pay dl court costs and reasonable attorney fees.

HB 119 by Toomy (Last Action —Sent to Governor)

Clarifies that parish courts do not have jurisdiction over clams subject to the Louisana
Governmenta Clams Act. (Senate Floor Amendments would have provided that the cap on
damages gpplied per injured vicim and per death victim; however, the amendments were regjected
pursuant to the Conference Committee Report adopted by both houses.)

HB 1410 by LaFleur (Last Action —House Calendar)

Would have required apetitionfor the payment of money and afind judgment for the payment of
money to include the defendant's or debtor's full name, last known address and last four digits of
his socid security number.

HB 791 by Johns (Last Action — Act No. 334)

Providesthat if a pecific amount of damagesis necessary to establish jurisdiction or theright to
ajury trid, an dlegation that the claim exceeds or is less than the requisite amount is required.

HB 1198 by Hunter (Last Action —House Committee)

Would have provided that any attempt to serve adefendant shal interrupt the running of the ninety
day period for delay of service and would have required a defendant who was not served within
ninety-days to natify the plaintiff's attorney fifteen days before filing a motion for involuntary
dismissd of the action.

HB 1267 by Glover (Last Action — Senate Calendar)

Would have provided a procedure for an incarcerated person who hasbeenreleased and shows
he was factudly innocent to seek compensation for the loss of life opportunities in an amount
determined by the Board of Pardons. Compensation would have been between $12,000 per year
incarcerated and $500,000 total plus money for job training, medica and counsdling expensesand
tuition and fees at a Louisana public college or universty. The compensation would have been
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Civil Law and Procedure

paid from the Innocence Compensation Fund which would have been funded by appropriations,
donations, or grants.

SB 282 by Dardenne (Last Action —House Calendar)

Would have provided that service of citation shal be requested and al fees or costs required for
service shdl be paid within 90 days of commencement of the action.

LIABILITY
HB 164 by Ansardi (Last Action — Senate Committee)

Would have provided for the fluctuation of prgudgment legd interest on any daim for personal
injury or wrongful death againg the state or a political subdivison, with a maximum rate not to
exceed SX percent per annum.

HB 625 by Cazayoux (Last Action —House Committee)

Would have overruled the Supreme Court decison in Dumas v. State ex rel. Dept. of Culture,
Recreation & Tourism, 2002-0563 (La. 10/15/02), 828 So.2d 530 and would have provided
that in an action for damages againgt a hedth care provider, the percentage of fauit of the provider
shdl not be determined unless a medica review pand has issued an opinion and an incidental
demand has been filed. Also would have provided that the party seeking a reduction of a
provider's fault shal not be liable for more than the percentage atributable to his fault.

HB 766 by Gallot (Last Action —Sent to Governor)

Provides that the lidbility of the clerk of court for the obligations of his office terminate when he
ceases to hald office, that his successor shdl succeed to those obligations, that the clerk is not
persondly ligble for damages arisng out of the performance of his offica duties, unless the
damages were caused by the willfu, wanton, or intentiond actions of the clerk, and provides a
four-year prescriptive period for clams againg the derk, commencing on the day the claimant
acquired, or should have acquired knowledge of the act or occurrence firgt giving risetothe dam.

HB 1430 by Bruneau (Last Action — Sent to Governor)
Provides that no action againgt a duly licensed home inspector shal be brought unlessfiled in a

court of competent jurisdiction and venue within one year from the date the act, omission, or
neglect is aleged to have occurred.
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Civil Law and Procedure

SB 672 by Holden (Last Action —House Calendar)

Would have provided that immunity under workers compensationshdl not extend to anemployer
for aninjury to an employeethat could have been prevented by an adequate guard or safety device
that was origindly a part of the equipment, but had been intentionaly removed by the employer.

HB 793 by Dove (Last Action —Sent to Governor)

Limits the liability of commercia and marine contractors and real estate licensees representing
them, architects, enginears, and persons licensed by the Louisana Manufactured Housing
Commission for damages and claims related to mold or mold damage.

HB 1162 by Dove (Last Action —Sent to Governor)

Providesthat whenail companiesand persons performing related services cause damagestooyster
leaseswhile performing certain activitiesthey shdl only be lidble for the diminutionof market vaue
of the leases caculated in accordance with the method used by the Oyster Lease Damage
Evauation Board.

HB 1681 by Trahan (Last Action — Act No. 405)

Requiresacommunity hedlthcare dinic to conduct a screening to determine if apatient is enrolled
inor digible for gratuitous medica or dental services, but authorizesthe dinic to provide or arrange
sarvices for an enrolled or digible patient for the immediate condition, illness, injury, or disease.

SB 598 by Heitmeier (Last Action — House Committee)

Would have limited the liability of persons or organizations who voluntarily providetransportation
to others for evacuation purposes during an actua, impending, mock or practice emergency, for
death, injury, loss, or damage to the person or his property, unless gross negligence or willful and
wanton misconduct caused the death, injury, loss, or damage.

JURY TRIALS
HB 677 by Johns (Last Action —Sent to Governor)

Provides that atrid by jury shdl not be placed onthe court'stria docket until the party requesting
the jury pays the clerk $150 and repedls the provision regarding a deposit of $336 to be gpplied
to court costs. Requiresthe party requesting thejury tria to pay additiona codtsif thetria exceeds
the estimated number of days and darifies that any juror who actudly reports for service shal be
paid compensationand mileage uponthe completionof his duty to attend. Provides that whenthe
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court requires a deposit for costs, it shall not exceed $2,000 for the first day and $400 for each
additiond day thetrid is estimated to last.

HB 680 by Murray (Last Action —House Committee)

Would have provided that an admirdty or general maritime clam brought in state court under the
federd saving to suitors clause shdl not betried by ajury.

CHILDREN-SUPPORT, CUSTODY, VISITATION, ADOPTION
HB 1012 by Bowler (Last Action —House Committee)

Would have required ardative seeking vidtation to prove by clear and convincing evidence that
it isin the best interest of the child and any vistation granted would be taken from the time of the
parent to whomthe rdaive isrelated. Would haverepealed visitation rightsto agrandparent when
hischild isinterdicted or incarcerated and would have required the court to consider certainfactors
indetermining if visitationwitha grandparent isinthe best interest of the grandchild when his parent
isdeceased. Would have granted visitation rights to a person who stood in the place of a parent
for two or more years, but would have reped ed post-adoption visitation rights to grandparents.

HB 673 by Shepherd (Last Action — House Committee)

Would have authorized the court to perform acaculation for child support for the children in the
second family and deduct that amount from the noncustodia parent's income before caculating a
support obligationfor the childrenbefore the court and in amultiple family situation, it would have
alowed the court to consider whether the noncustodia parent is legally responsible and providing
support for other children not pursuant to an order of support.

HB 372 by Ansardi (Last Action — Senate Committee)

Would have provided: (1) that a statement of family history in an adoption include the child's
immunizationrecord, ilinesshistory, and descriptive informationabout the parents, (2) themaximum
age for adoption of achild isunder 18 years, (3) psychologist and psychiatrist belicensed before
conducting a home study, (4) authorizationto shlings or descendants of an adopteeto file a petition
for the disclosure of information, (5) automatic release of nonidentifying genetic or medica
information from court records, (6) a confidential intermediary process for the disclosure of
identifying information to adult adoptees with the written consent of the biological parent, and (7)
continuing contact agreements with foster parents.

Highlights
2004 Regular Session Page 15



Civil Law and Procedure

HB 368 by Ansardi (Last Action — Failed to Pass/House)

Would have provided: (1) adefinitionof maternity, (2) aresolutionwhenpresumptions of paternity
overlap, (3) aredrictive contestation action for the mother to disprove her former husband's
paternity and establishher present husband's paternity, (4) converted thelegitimationby subsequent
marriage to a presumption, (5) a presumption of paternity of the acknowledging parent that can
only be invoked in favor of the child who is not filiated to another man, (6) a reped of
acknowledgment by signature on a baptismal certificate, (7) a child's action to establish his
paternity, (8) aredrictive avowa actionthat an aleged father may indtitute to establishhis paternity
and (9) dud paternity, so that a child who is presumed to be the child of one manmay establishhis
filiation to another man.

HB 532 by Johns (Last Action — Act No. 249)

Requires areview of the child support guideinesin 2008 and provides for the membership of the
review committee,

HB 621 by Shepherd (Last Action — Failed to Pass/House)

Would have incorporated the current income tax withholdingtables for the federal government and
an adjustment for the differences between the income digtribution in LA and the U.S. Would have
provided a self-support reserve based on the 2003 federal poverty guiddine and decreased 88%
of support obligations due to low income and new measurements of child-rearing costs and
increased 11%.

HB 842 by Johns (Last Action — Sent to Governor)

Providesthat amanmay establishhis paternity of a child presumed to be the child of another man
even though the presumption has not been rebutted, within two years from the date of birthof the
child, but if the mother inbad faithdecelved the father regarding paternity, the action shdl be within
one year from the date the father knew or should have known of his paternity, but no more than
10 years from the date of birth of the child. Act gpplies both prospectively and retroactively.

SB 564 by Dardenne (Last Action — Sent to Governor)

Provides that in a shared custodid arrangement, the court shall order each parent to pay his
proportionate share of necessary uninsured medica expenses under $250. Provides that the
nondomiciliary party whaose child support obligation is 50% or greater, shal be entitled to the
federa and state tax dependency deductions if certain criteria are met.  Requires the court to
determine rent when it awards use and occupancy of the family resdence.
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SB 344 by M. Smith (Last Action — House Committee)

Would have provided that when a nondomiciliary parent in a joint custody order has physica
custody of the child for more than 73 days but less than 120 days, the court may order acredit to
his support obligation and if he has custody for 120 days or more, the court would be required to
give acredit.

SB 65 by Fields (Last Action — Act No. 26)

Subdtitutes the term "children born of marriage” for "legitimate children” and "childrenbornout of
marriage” for "illegitimate children” and provides for the acknowledgment of children rather than
the legitimation of children.

SB 633 by Kostelka (Last Action - Act No. 801)

Creates the crime of intentional failure to pay a child support obligation if the obligation
remains unpaid for aperiod longer than one year or is greater than$5,000. Pendties 1t offense-
a fine of not more than $500 or imprisonment for not more than six months, or both;
2nd/subsequent offense - a fine of not more than $2,500 or imprisonment with or without hard
labor for not more than two years, or both.

Requiresthe court to order redtitution in an amount equd to the tota unpaid support obligationas
it exigs a the time of sentencing. If the restitution is made prior to sentencing, the court hasthe
authority to suspend dl or any portion of the sentence. Provides for an affirmative defense that the
obligor was financidly unable to pay the support obligation.

PRIVILEGES
HB 905 by Townsend (Last Action — Failed to Pass/House)

Would have provided that the privilege of hospitals for the reasonable charges or fees of the
hospita onthe net amount payable to theinjured persondoes not cover charges by ahospital when
they have accepted insurance benefits or payments from the injured person's health insurance
coverage. Would have maintained the privilegeif the hedth insurance does not pay or if theinjured
person has not met his copayment. Would have provided that the privilege does not cover hospita
charges if the injured person has insurance with aplan who contracted with the hospital for the
recovery of payment and the hospitd failsto file aclam with the insurance provider.

PROPERTY

HB 30 by Bruneau (Last Action —Sent to Governor)
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Provides for notice of the tax sade of property within 30 days of the tax sde, that the notice shdll
be mailed by certified mall tothe prior owner and, if the returnreceipt if not returned within 30 days
or if it is returned without a Sgnature indicating completion of ddivery, then further notice may be
ddivered to the prior owner at hislast known address. Reped sthe requirement that athird notice
be mailed by certified mall to the last known address of the prior owner not earlier than Sx nor
more than nine months prior to the expiration of the 3- year redemptive period.

HB 1480 by Frith (Last Action —Sent to Governor)

Providesfor the right and servitude of passage to enclosed estates which have no means of access
other than by way of an exigting waterway passing through neighboring property.

SUCCESSIONS
HB 39 by Bruneau (Last Action — Act No. 231)

Clarifiesthat a person who isthe spouse of alegatee at the time of the execution of the testament
may not be awitness to the testament, and provides that if the witness was a pouse of alegatee
at the time of execution of the testament, the testament will remain valid, but the legacy will be
invaid. Further providesthat if the legatee would be an her in intestacy, the legatee may receive
the lesser of hisintestate share in the testament, subject to any testamentary terms or restrictions
placed on the legacy.

SB 182 by Lentini (Last Action —House Calendar)
Would have required that a descendant of the first degree who clamed to be aforced har because
of an incurable disease or conditionwhichwould have rendered him permanently incapable in the

future of caring for his person or administering his estate, would have had to established the facts
of hisincurable disease or condition by clear and convincing evidence.

CONFLICTSOF LAW

HB 1547 by Bowler (Last Action — Failed to Pass/House)

Would have provided that clams for products liability are governed by the laws of another sate
if the injury was sustained in that state by a person not domiciled or residing in this sate and this
state's prescription or peremptionlawswill not gpply if the state whose substantive law applieshas

a subgtantive prescription or peremption law.

VITAL STATISTICS
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HB 750 by Durand (Last Action —Act No. 254)

Provides for disclosure of confidential death certificate information in the same manner as
confidentid birth information and directs the vitd records registrar to file a copy of the birth
certificate or deeth certificate under seal with the clerk of court upon receipt of an order from the
court and provides the procedure for the use of the information in suits. Authorizes the

U.S. attorney and anattorney generd to make writtenrequestsfor the disclosure of birthand death
certificates. Requiresidentifying information be removed from the databases as soon asthe need
for the information has expired and provides pendties for the improper disclosure of this
information.

MEDICAL M ALPRACTICE
HB 1032 by Baudoin (Last Action — House Committee)

Would have granted residents of nursing homes who have been deprived of their rightsa cause of
action to recover actual damages and would have removed the time limitation to bring the action.

FRAUD
HB 1699 by Ansardi (Last Action — Sent to Governor)

Reped's the Uniform Fraudulent Transfer Act which provided that a transfer made or obligation
incurred by a debtor is fraudulent asto a creditor if the debtor made the transfer or incurred the
obligation: (1) with actud intent to hinder, delay, or defraud any creditor or (2) without receiving
areasonably equivaent vaue in exchange and the debtor was engaged inabusinesswhere assets
were unreasonably small in relation to the business or the debtor intended to incur debts beyond
his ability to pay. The Act aso provides remedies for the creditor, defenses, liability, and
protection of the transferee, and a peremptive period in which to bring an action against a debtor.
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RIVER PILOTS
HB 1708 by Pinac (Last Action — Sent to Governor)

Collapses separate fee commissons and regulatory boards of the four different river pilot
associations into a sngle Rilotage Fee Commisson and a Sngle Board of Louisana River Pilot
Review and Oversight. Provides for appedls to digtrict court instead of the Louisiana Public
Service Commission.

The Pilotage Fee Commission has the exdusive authority to set pilotage fees and rates. The
commission is composed of eeven members. one representative from each of the four pilot
associations (the bar pilots, the Crescent City river pilots, NO-BR pilots, and the Lake Charles
branch pilots), four representatives of industry, and three at-large members. All decisions are by
mgority vote. Provides a procedure to be followed for adjustments to rates that includes
publication of notice, opportunity for participation by partieswithasubstantia interet, etc. Also,
providesthat the standard for review by the court systemto overturn a decision of the commisson
shall be "arbitrary and capricious.”

The Board of Louisana River Filot Review and Oversght has oversght of the pilot professonand
authority to review, investigate, and decide disciplinary issues. The board is composed of eleven
members. one representative from each of the four pilot associations, two representatives of
industry, two representatives of the Ports Association, and threeformer judges. Providesthat the
board has oversght of the rules of the separate pilot examinersand ther disciplinary actions. The
board has authority to recommend to the governor, subsequent to a hearing on the matter in
accordance with the Adminigtration Procedures Act, that a pilot's commission be suspended or
revoked.

Effective January 1, 2005. Also, any reduction of currently commissioned pilots, if necessary, shdl
be accomplished through attrition and a mandatory retirement age of 70 is established.

SELF-HELP OR REPOSSESSION

SB 768 by Hollis (Last Action —Act No. 191)
HB 1489 by Johns (Last Action — Sent to Governor)

Provides a procedure for a secured lender to repossess a motor vehicle following default by the
borrower without going through judicid process. Defines default as nonpayment of two
consecutive payments or nonpayment for 60 days.

Requires noticeto be sent by the secured lending party to the borrower's last known address, the
lending party to use a repossession agent licensed by the office of finandd institutions to take
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possession of the vehicle, and alows such repossession without judicia processifit can be done
without a breach of peace. Breach of peaceincludes unauthorized entry into aclosed dwelling and
ora protest by the borrower.

Requires that within three days of taking possession, the lending party shdl file a "Notice of
Repossession” with the recorder of mortgages and the appropriate law enforcement official
(congtable, marshd or sheriff). Provides that the borrower shall have 10 days to contact the
repossessing lender for return of any personal property which may have been insde the vehicle a
the time of repossession. After 30 days, the persona effects of the borrower shal be deemed
abandoned.

Allowsfor dispositionof arepossessed vehicle through judicid sale or through any means dlowed
in the Uniform Commerciad Code - Secured Transactions.  Allows for deficiency judgements
againgt the borrower for cost associated with the repossession.  Effective January 1, 2005.

QUALITY JoBS
HB 1478 by White (Last Action — Sent to Governor)

Modifies Louisana Qudity Jobs Program to dlow an employer to count as a "new direct job" a
new job with a company with whom the employer hasa "facility management contract” in certain
instances. A "“fadlity management contract” is a contract between an employer and a company
whereby the company agreesto operate dl or part of the employer's manufacturing facility.

For the job with the company to qudify, the following criteria must be satisfied: (1) The company
must provide itsemployees with wages and basic hedlth benefits as specified in the Quality Jobs
program; (2) The company's employees must work 35 or more average hours aweek; (3) The
company's employees are performing a substantia portion of their work for the employer'sfadility;
(4) The company's new job did not exist prior to the employer's gpplication for the program; (5)
The employer is classfied as amanufacturer; and, (6) The employer's contract with the company
recognizesthe Quality Jobs program, has atermnot lessthanthe time remaining onthe employer's
contract with the Department of Economic Development (DED) and the company agrees to
provide the necessary information to the employer and DED for the program.

The employer's bendfit rate shdl be calculated at 80% of the benefit rate for "new direct jobs’
through a company with afacility management contract.

HB 1674 by Walsworth (Last Action — Sent to Governor)

Modifies Quality Jobs Program to provide specid qudifications for smal employers (50 or less
employees). Provides digibility for program if employer is classfied as a Vison 2020 cluster
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industry and offers hedlth insurance coverage for dl full-time employees and dependents and pays
a least 50% of the premium for each full-time employee who participates in the hedth plan.

Regarding the benefit ratefor suchemployers, providesthat the employer's annud rebate shal be
caculated by including only those direct job employees who accept the basic hedlth benefit plan
offered by the employer for that year. The rebate is reduced by new direct job employees to
decline to participate in the employer's hedth plan.

ATHLETE AGENTS
HB 1408 by Danidl (Last Action — Act No. 351)

Modifiesdlowable interactions between the athl ete, the sportsagent, and the school. Providesthat
the rdaionship between a gudent athlete and the school or ingtitution is one of contract and
specificaly dlows alegd cause of action for tortious interference with contract, attorney fees and
court cogts for violations. Provides for duties, obligations and respongibilitieson athlete agentsin
regards to student athletes and the schools or inditutions for whom the athletes play. Expands
coverage to actions that cause schools or ingtitutions to be investigated by their federation or
association.

BANKING
HB 911 by L ancaster (Last Action — Sent to Governor)

Authorizesforeign banksto engagein certain banking activitiesin Louisana. Allowsaforeign bank
to open, acquire, and operate a representative office, adminidrative office, agency branch and
subsidiary bank in Louisana pursuant to a certificate of authority from the commissioner of the
Office of Financid Inditutions. Providesthat such banks may not receive deposits, pay checksor
other instruments or make loans, but may promote and assist the deposit-taking, lending, or other
financid or banking activities.

"Do Not CALL" PROGRAM
HB 1030 by Pinac (Last Action — Sent to Governor)

Requires the Louidana Public Service Commisson to establish a single "do not cal” lig that
includesthose Louisana residentswho have requested that the commissionincludether telephonic
number on the list and the Louisana customerswho have registered their telephonic numberswith
the federal Do Not Cal Regidry. Providesfor the regigration of telephonic solicitors and "safe
harbor" providons for solicitors who can verify attempted compliance by submitting certain
documented items. Provides for monthly updating of the "do not cal” list by January 1, 2006.
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HB 189 by Winston (Last Action —Act N0.148)

Provides exemptions to the "do not cdl” programfor optometrists, dentists, and chiropractorswho
cdl ther patients and veterinarians who cdl their dlients,

RACING

HB 419 by Pinac (Last Action — Act No. 328)

Prohibits a horse owned by amember of the State Racing Commission from racing in LouiSana.
COMMERCE GENERALLY

SB 877 by Ellington (Last Action — Sent to Governor)

Creates the Locd Government Fair Competition Act. Provides a processfor local government
to follow before engaging inthe business of providing telecommunication services, cable televison
services or high speed Internet access capability. Such process includes public hearings, a

feagbility sudy, and a referendum. Provide severd genera operating limitations on local
government, including prohibiting cross-subsidy of the services.
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ACCOUNTABILITY/SCHOOL AND DISTRICT
HB 1659 by K. Carter (Last Action — Act No. 193)

Limits the authority of aloca public school board upon notice from the state superintendent that
the school systemisacademicaly incrisis. "Academicdly incriss' meansthat the sysem hasmore
than 30 schools that are academicaly unacceptable or more than 50% of its students attend
schools that are academically unacceptable. "Academically unacceptable’ means a school that is
academicdly unacceptable pursuant to a uniform statewide program of school and district
accountability established pursuant to rulesadopted by BESE. Empowerstheloca superintendent
of aschool system that is academicdly in crigs with sole and exclusive authority asto dl matters
regarding the policy for and operation and management of the local system. Limits the authority
of aloca school board of a system that is academicdly in crisis to certain specified powers.
Requires the school superintendent to develop a structured system improvement plan. Prohibits
the school board from contracting or employing a superintendent or terminating the contract or
employment of the incumbent superintendent except uponthe afirmative vote of at least two-thirds
of the elected members. Requiresthe local school board and the local superintendent to contract
withanindependent licensed CPA for the conduct of anaudit of the financesand financid practices
of the loca school system. Provides that if aschool system isfound to be academicdly in crigs,
it shal remain so until the academic performance of the students in the system has improved
auffidently to improve the school performance so that the system is no longer defined as
academicaly in criss and dl audit findings are corrected.

MINIMUM FOUNDATION PROGRAM (MFP)
SCR 122 by Ullo (Last Action-Filed with Secretary of Sate)

Provides for legiddive approval of the formula for FY 2004-2005 to determine the cost of a
minimum foundation program (MFP) of educationindl public e ementary and secondary schools
aswadl asto equitably alocate the funds to loca public school systems as devel oped and adopted
by the State Board of Elementary and Secondary Education (BESE). MFP costs for FY 2003-
2004 are $2.553 hillion(as contained inthe FY 2003-2004 MFP budget letter). Implementation
of SCR 122 for FY 2004-2005 is estimated by the state Department of Educationto cost $2.611
billion.

Also:
(1) Increasesthe base per pupil amount from $3,366 to $3,459.

(2) Retainsthe weightsfor add-on units for at-risk students, vocationd educeation units, specia
education, gifted and talented, and economy of scale, usng the same definitions.
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Retains provisons for annud adjusmentsin the per pupil amount.

ContinuesLeve 3 fundingfor the "hald harmless' school systems and for the FY 2001-2002
certificated staff pay raise and FY 2002-2003 support worker pay raise.

Retainsrequirement that 70% of dl school systemgeneral fund expenditures be for ingtruction
and retains guiddines for defining indruction.

Retains provison specifying that 50% of a school digtrict's increase in Leve 1 and Leve 2
state funds over the prior year (after adjusting for increases in sudent membership) shal be
used for supplementsand enhancements of full-time certificated Staff sdlaries and retirement
benfits.

Uses the October 1, 2003, student count (rather than the October 1, 2004, count) to
calculate FY 2004-2005 Leve 1 costs.

Adds provison that if any didtrict's October 1 student count exceeds the previous year's
audited October 1 membership by either 50 students or one percent, a mid-year adjustment
to provide additiona per pupil funding shdl be made for each additiona student based onthe
find MFP dlocation per pupil amount for that digtrict as approved by BESE.

Adds provision, for FY 2004-2005 only, that any district collecting new saes or property
taxesin FY 2003-2004 based onalocad voter referendum shall receive aLeve 2 mid-year
adjustment for state support of the locd initiative,

Reative to school and digtrict accountability:

@)

2

Providesthat any didtrict that indudesinitsOctober 1 membership astudent who transferred
from a school in school improvement leves 2 through 6 in another didrict, attended such
school inthe other didrict intheimmediatepreceding year beforetrandferring, and transferred
to an academicaly acceptable school inaccordance with BESE accountability transfer policy
will recelve additiond funding equd to the current year MFP state-average locd share per
pupil for each such student aslong as the sudent is enralled, limited to a maximum of three
years.

Provides for a report to be submitted to the House and Senate education committees by
April 1 of eachyear oneach school witha school performance score below 80 and a growth
of lessthantwo pointsinsuchscore. Requires that the report include certain information on
school data, accountability data, fiscal data, sudent demographic data, teacher data, and
daffing data.
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(3) Specifies that any student attending an academically unacceptable school in School
Improvement Leve 5 that has not met the required minimum growth and does not have a
BESE-gpproved recondtitution plan shal not be included in the MFP formula calculations.

(4) Specifiestha any staff assigned to aschool in school improvement level 5 that has not met
the required minmumgrowth and does not have a BESE-gpproved recongtitution plan shal
not be considered in the MFP for any purpose.

ScHooL CHOICE/VOUCHERS
HB 366 by Scalise (Last Action — House Committee)

Would have established the V ouchersfor Studentsin Falling Schools Pilot Programas afour-year
program beginning withthe 2004-2005 school year. Would have provided for program purposes
and digibility requirements for participating students in parishes with a population of at least
475,000 persons and digibility requirements for nonpublic schools. Would have provided for
receipt of vouchers by parents or guardians to pay tuition and fees of digible sudentswho enrall
in eigible nonpublic schools. Would have limited voucher amount to average per pupil alocation
of state fundsto the school system. Would have further provided for program administrationand
implementation by the state Dept. of Education.

HB 1288 by Scalise (Last Action — House Committee)

Would have egtablished the Louisiana Parental Choice in Primary Education Demonstration
Programasafour-year pilot program beginningwiththe 2004-2005 school year to further parental

choice in the sdlection of schools to provide a student’s education in kindergarten through third

grade. Would have permitted a parent or legal guardianof andigible sudent who choseto enrall

the student in an digible nonpublic school to apply for and receive an education voucher
redeemable by the school from the state Dept. of Education. Would have provided that the

voucher amount equal actua tuition or the average MFP per pupil dlocation, whichever is less.

Would have required, inpart, that an digible sudent must be enrolled in kindergarten through third
grade at an digble school and mug have been previoudy enrolled in an digible school in a
four-year old early childhood programfunded through legidative appropriations, including but not
limited to federal Temporary Assistanceto Needy Families(TANF) programmonies. Alsowould

have required, inpart, that an digible school must have provided early childhood education classes
funded for eigible students through legidative gppropriations, induding but not limited to federal

(TANF) program monies.

HB 1129 by Bruneau (Last Action — House Committee)
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Would have established the La. Education Voucher Program. Would have provided for the
program to be phased in sarting with kindergarten in the first year (2005-2006) and adding one
grade each subsequent school year through full implementation in the 2017-2018 school yer.
Would have required that avoucher provide tuition a any BESE-gpproved nonpublic dementary
or secondary school on behdf of any school age student who is a resdent of the state. Would
have required voucher amounts to be pad on behdf of the sudent by the state division of
adminigration by paying to aqudified school per each digible student, from funds appropriated
for such purpose, an anount of money equa to 100% of the average state share per student
amount in the MFP budget | etter approved inthe preceding fiscd year or the amount of the tuition
a such schoal, whichever is less. Continued receipt of the voucher would have required the
student to meet retention and origina digibility requirements. Would have required regpplication
only for astudent to enrall in a different schoal.

TEACHERS/SCHOOL EMPLOYEES
HB 493 by Honey (Last Action-Sent to Governor)

Includes guidance counsal orswho hold vaid professiond ancillary certificatesin counsdling issued
by the state Dept. of Educationinthe satutory definitions of persons digible for certain sabbatical
leave and sick leave benefits provided by law.

HB 763 by Salter (Last Action-Sent to Governor)

Specifiestimeperiodsto be used for the ca culation of cost savings to local school boards and state
gpecid schools resulting from the eimination of statutory mandatesrdeive to extended leave and
rest and recuperation sabbatical leaves for certain school employees. Requires that such saved
monies be incdluded in the minimum sdary schedule used by the school system or state school to
compensate teachers. Also provides that BESE shall determine and report prior to the 2005
Regular Session the amounts of money required to be included in each affected salary schedule.

LocaL PuBLIC ScHOOL BOARDSEXPENSE ALLOWANCE

HB 232 by Quezaire (Last Action — House Committee)
HB 236 by Faucheux (Last Action — House Committee)

Would have provided, if the members of the S. James Parish School Board chose the expense
alowance option for compensationas provided inpresent law (R.S. 17:56(A)), that the maximum
alowance would be $1,200 per month for each board member and $1,300 per month for the
board president.
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LocaL PuBLIC ScHOOL BOARDS/ TRAVEL
HB 229 by Quezaire (Last Action —Sent to Governor)

Reped's requirement that any expenditure by a local school board to reimburse a school board
member for travel and related expenseswhile on school board business outsidethe school board's
jurisdictiond boundaries asauthorized by applicable state law shdl not exceed expenses permitted
inaccordance withtravel regulations prescribed by the divisonof adminisrationfor state executive
branch employees.

LocaL PuBLICc ScHooL BOARDS/OTHER
HB 509 by White (Last Action — House Calendar)

Would have established a separate school system for the Central community in East Baton Rouge
Parish. Would have created an interim school board pending the eection of a school board.
Would have specified that the organization, powers, duties, functions, respongbilities, and
compensation of the school board and the interim board shdl be as provided by law generdly for
local school boards. Would have provided that the Centrd Community School Board begin actua
operation of providing for the education of sudents on July 1, 2006. Also would have provided
for regpportionment of the East Baton Rouge Parish School Board in the event the Central
Community School Board began operation as a separate school system.

HB 665 by White (Last Action —House Calendar)

Condtitutional amendment to grant the Central community school system in East Baton Rouge
Parish the same authority granted parishesfor certain school finance purposes, including purposes
related to the minimum foundation program, funding for certain school books and instructional
materias, and the rasing of certain loca revenues for the support of elementary and secondary
schools.

STUDENTS/GRADUATION
HB 740 by Waddell (Last Action —Sent to Governor)

Requires BESE to adopt rules and regulations to provide that certain public high school students
who meset dl other graduation requirements but fall to pass the graduation exit exam shall be
awarded a certificate verifying completion of graduation requirements except passage of the
graduationexit exam. Also specifiesthat nothing in HB 740 shdl prohibit such sudentsfrom being
issued a diploma upon successful passage of the graduation exit exam or shdl interfere with the
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authority of any loca public school board to adopt palicies relative to student participation in
graduation ceremonies.

STUDENTS/HAZING
SB 16 by Gautreaux (Last Action —Sent to Governor)

Prohibits hazing in public dementary and secondary schools and requires every loca public school
board to adopt and enforce such prohibition and to prevent itsoccurrence. Defineshazing as any
knowing behavior, whether by commissionor omisson, of any sudent to encourage, direct, order,
or participate in any activity which subjects another student to potential physical, mental, or
psychologica harm for the purpose of initiation or admisson into, affiliation with, continued
membership in, or acceptance by existing members of any organization or extracurricular activity
a apublic dementary or secondary school, whether such behavior is planned or occurs on or off
school property, induding any school bus and school bus stop. Specifiesthat hazing does not mean
any adult-directed and school-sanctioned ahletic program practice or event or military training
program. Requireseachlocd public school board to adopt, post, and enforce ahazing prevention
policy induding, at a minimum, certain specified components. Provides that SB 16 shdl not be
construed to limit or exclude prosecution of or punishment for any crime or to limit the right to

pursue any civil remedy.
STUDENTS/K INDERGARTEN
SB 301 by Holden (Last Action —Sent to Governor)

Requiresthe state Dept. of Educationto establishthe Kindergarten Plus program during the 2005-
2006 school yesr, to provide for participating students to receive full-day kindergarten beginning
two months prior to the other kindergarten classes in the participating loca school system.

Provides for suchprogramasapilot programinat least one class of extended kindergartenineach
of the e@ght regiond service didricts established pursuant to R.S. 17:3781-3784. Provides for
proposals to be submitted to the state Dept. of Education by loca public school boards for
participation in the program by students who are digible to attend kindergarteninthe loca school
system and who are digible for participation in the federa free and reduced cost lunch program.
Provides for consideration and evauation of such proposas by the department and for approval
by BESE. Providesthat the program shall be continued through the 2007-2008 school year and
permitsthe department, beginning in the 2008-2009 schooal year, to expand the number of schools
participating inthe program, continue the pilot program limited to eight schools, or discontinue the
programbased uponanandyss of the evauaions conducted. Requiresthat areport be provided
annualy to the Senate and House education committees on the progress, evaudions, evauation
anayses, and department determinations regarding the expansion, continuation, or discontinuation
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of the program. Providesthat implementation of the program shdl be subject to the gppropriation
of fundsfor such purpose.

POSTSECONDARY EDUCATION/TUITION
HB 993 by Crane (Last Action — Senate Calendar)

Would have extended the authority of the postsecondary education management boards relative
to the establishment of tuition and mandatory attendance fee amounts for resident students and
adjustments to such tuition and fee amounts (not to exceed a rate of increase of 3% annualy,
subject to the approval of the Joint Legidative Committee onthe Budget) fromJduly 1, 2005, to July
1, 2006, or upon authorization granted pursuant to R.S. 17:3129.5(B) for implementation of the
date tuition policy required by such provisions, whichever is earlier.

Would have authorized the public postsecondary education management boardsto impose certain
operational fees (not to exceed 4% of the totd mandatory tuition and fee amount ineffect for each
inditutionon Aug. 15, 2004) at the inditutions under the supervisionof each. Would have specified
that the fee not be a cost payable by the state on behaf of students who receive TOPS awards.
Would have required each board to establish criteria for waiving the fee in cases of financial
hardship.

Would have required that any excess revenue resulting from the imposition of any tuition and fees
as authorized by HB 993 be usad by the indtitution solely for the enhancement of any indructiond
programs. Would have prohibited the use of such excess revenue to pay the sdary of any
universty or universty syslem adminigtretor.

HB 1062 by Salter (Last Action —Sent to Governor)

Authorizes the LSU Board of Supervisors to impose specific tuition and attendance fee amounts
for certain students attending the L SU Health Sciences Centers and requiresthe board to establish
criteriafor waiversof such amounts in cases of financia hardship. Further authorizesthe board to
impose a professiond program fee of up to $2,000 a semester, beginning with the Fall, 2005
semedter, for full-time MBA students at L SU-Baton Rouge and UNO.

Authorizesthe public postsecondary education management boards to impose certain operational
fees (not to exceed 4% of the total mandatory tuition and fee amount in effect for each indtitution
on Aug. 15, 2004) at the inditutions under the supervisionof each. Specifies that the fee shall not
be a cost payable by the state on behdf of students who receive TOPS awards and specifiesthat
the feeshdl be in addition to any other tuition or attendance fees and charges established by each
board. Requires each board to establish criteria for waiving the fee in cases of financid hardship
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and requires that any excess revenue resulting from the imposition of such an operationa fee be
used by the indtitutionsoldy for the enhancement of any ingtructiona programs. Prohibits the use
of such excess revenue to pay the salary of any university or university syssem administrator.

HB 1357 by Strain (Last Action —Sent to Governor)

Provides for aloan program for certain veterinary students and for loan forgiveness in return for
sarvice. Providesfor legidative findings and purpose, induding bringing about an adequate supply
of cgpable food animd veterinariansin the state by inducing veterinary sudents to practice food
animd veterinary medicine in the state, definitions, digibility requirements, commission rules and
regulations, loan amounts, loan forgiveness, contract requirements, and funding.

HB 1652 by Thompson (Last Action —Sent to Governor)

Rdative to the tuition payment program for medical school students attending the L SU medica
schools (as provided in R.S. 17:3041.10-3041.15), provides the program purpose isto provide
anincentivefor medica school studentsto practice medicine inthe rura or medicdly disadvantaged
areas of the state upon becoming licensed, practicing physcians. Provides relative to program
digibilitycriteria, definitions, number of reci pients, and contractua obligations. Requiresparticipants
to agreeto practicethe professon in arura or poor community in La. as determined by the LSU
Hedlth Sciences Center for at least five consecutive years after completion of their medical
educationand upon becoming licensed, practicing physicians. Limits the totd number of program
recipients to no more than 10 in any one year. Specifies that program implementation is subject
to the gppropriation of funds by the legidature for such purpose.

Further providesfor atuition exemption program (substantidly the same asthe L SU program) for
Students attending the Tulane University School of Medicine but limitsthe total number of program
recipients to no more than five in any one year.

SB 641 by Malone (Last Action —Sent to Governor)

Provides tha any firefighter who isinjured inthe performance of hisdutiesas afirefighter and such
injury results in an inability to be employed shdl be admitted to a public college or university
without the payment of any fees, tuition, or other charges, indudingroomand board charges, if the
firefighter meets certain specified criteria. Provides that such exemption shdl exist for such
firfighter for the number of semestersrequired of afull-time student to obtain one bachelor degree
offered by the college or university but limits the exemption to no more than 10 semesters per
firefighter. Providesthat in addition to the exemption, thefirefighter shal be entitled to acash grant
of $250 per semester from the college or university asanalowancefor books. Specifiesthet the
implementation of SB 641 shdl be paid out of funds gppropriated from the state generd fund.
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Also provides suchtuitionexemptionfor the spouse of afirefighter injured inthe course and scope
of the performance of his duties which injury causes deeth or serious injury resulting in aninability
to be employed. Provides the same digihility criteria, limitations, $250 cash grant, and funding
provisions as stated above.

HB 1474 by Dove (Last Action-Act No. 288)

Provides that tuition and mandatory attendance fee amounts gpplicable to sudents enrolled in L.
E. Hetcher Technicd-Community College and Sowea Technica-Community College may be
increased by the Board of Supervisors of Community and Technicd Colleges but specifies that
such amounts shdl not exceed the median amount of tuition and mandatory attendance fees
applicable to students enrolled in other La. public college and universities offering academic
undergraduate degrees at the associate degree level but not baccalaureste degrees. Requiresthe
board to report to the House and Senate education committees by not later than 60 days prior to
the beginning of each regular legidative session on the purposes for which monies received from
the tuition increase have been expended.

HCR 298 by Crane (Last Action-Filed with Secreary of Sate)

Requeststhe public postsecondary education management boards to usethe authority granted each
of them and establish, by not later than the fall semester of the 2005-2006 academic year, tuition
and mandatory attendance fee amounts goplicable to nonresident students at inditutions under thair
respective supervisonand management thet at least equal the average amount of annud tuitionand
mandatory attendance fees for the ensuing fiscd year gpplicable to nonresdent students at
inditutions in states comprising the Southern Regiond Educetion Board (SREB), excluding
Louisana, which arein the same category as established by SREB.

TuITION OPPORTUNITY PROGRAM FOR STUDENTS (TOPS)
HB 32 by Martiny (Last Action - Sent to Governor)

Rdative to TOPS high school core curriculum requirements for Opportunity, Performance, and
Honorsawardsfor studentswho graduate from high school during the 2007-2008 school year and
thereafter, retains the requirement that a sudent must have successfully completed at least 17 ¥
units of high school coursework from a specified core curriculum, deletes the requirement for an
additional one unit from among certain computer courses, and adds the requirement for an
additional one unit as an dective fromamong the other math and science core curriculum subjects.

SB 435 by Theunissen (Last Action-Sent to Governor)

Highlights
2004 Regular Session Page 33



Education

Rdative to high school core curriculum requirements for a TOPS Opportunity, Performance, or
Honorsaward, adds Agrisciencel and 11, both for one unit, to the selection of eight other science
classes from which a student must take one unit. Specifies, however, that the one unit for
Agriscience | and 11 shdl not be considered a science dective for the purposes of meeting the
requirement placed on studentswho graduate duringthe 2007-2008 school year and thereafter for
an additiona one unit from among core curriculum science or math classes pursuant to HB 32 of
the 2004 Regular Session.

Rdative to high school core curriculum requirementsfor a TOPS-Tech Award, adds Agriscience
| and 11, both for one unit, to the salection of nine other science classes fromwhicha student must
take one unit.

HB 487 by T. Powell (Last action-Sent to Governor)

Effective for the 2004-2005 award year and thereafter, provides for TOPS Opportunity,
Performance, and Honors awards for certain students who do not otherwise qualify for such
awardsif sucha student meets certain guidelines, induding but not limited to having actudly resided
in Louigana for at least two yearsprior to hisfirgt enrollment in an digible college or universty,
havingascorethat isat least in the superior range on the Wechder Intelligence Scae for Children
(or hasan equivdent score onacomparable diagnogtic instrument), having a composite score that
is at least at the 90th percentile at the 12th grade leve in the reading, mathematics, and written
languege portions of the Wechder Individua Achievement Test (or has an equivdent score on a
comparable test), and having at least the same minimum ACT/SAT score as otherwise required
of graduates from La. high schools for the respective awards.

SB 224 by Malone (Last Action-Sent to the Governor)

Provides that a TOPS award may be applied to cover federdly defined "costs of attendance’ for
asudent other than tuition.

POSTSECONDARY EDUCATION/FINANCIAL AID

SB 617 by Ullo (Last Action —Sent to Governor)

Reguiresthe Board of Regentsto devel op and maintain a comprehensive state sudent financid aid
plan that supports the Master Plan for Public Postsecondary Education. Requires the board to
consder dl sources of financid ad avaldble to students attending or seeking to attend
postsecondary education inditutionsin La. and the financid needs of such students. Requires that
the plan contain recommendations regarding student financid aid necessary to implement the
policiesand achieve the goals and objectives defined in the Master Plan for Public Postsecondary

Highlights
Page 34 2004 Regular Session



Education

Education. Requires review and approval by the Senate and House education committees prior
to the implementation of the recommendations.

POSTSECONDARY EDUCATION/GOVERNANCE
HB 887 by Bruneau (Last Action-Failed to Pass/House)

Proposed condtitutional amendment would have abolished the Board of Regents and the four
designated management boards and created instead the Board of Governors for the Louisana
Universtyand College System. Would havetransferred to thisboard all powers, duties, functions,
respongbilities, and property of the abolished boards, induding inditutions and programs under
their management and supervison. Would have required that the Board of Governors plan,
coordinate, manage, govern, and have authority over the academic, budgetary, personnel, and
adminidrative affairs of al public postsecondary education inditutions, which collectively would
comprise a single system of public postsecondary education. Would have authorized other
powers, duties, and responsibilities as provided by the congtitution or statute.

HCR 263 by Downs (Last Action-Filed with Secretary of State)

Requests the Board of Regentsto study the need for and feasibility of establishing a single board
for the governance, management, and supervisionof dl public postsecondary educetion, induding
but not limited to the advantages and disadvantages of such a governance structure and any
potential cost savings associated therewith, and to report study findings and recommendationsin
writing to the legidature, with copies sent to the Houseand Senate education committees, at least
60 days prior to the start of the 2005 Regular Session.

SCR 138 by L. Jackson (Last Action-Filed with Secretary of State)

Requests the Board of Regents to initiate a study of the creation of the LSU Health Sciences
Center in Shreveport, which now exigts as part of the statewide L SU Hedlth Sciences Center, as
anindependent indtitution of postsecondary educationand a satutorily defined component of L SU
under the supervisonand management of the L SU Board of Supervisors. Requiresawrittenreport
prior to the 2005 Regular Session.

POSTSECONDARY EDUCATION/ADMISSIONS
HB 177 by Montgomery (Last Action-Sent to Governor)
Beginning with the 2004-2005 academic year, exempts an out-of-state person who seeks

admissionto any college or university inthe La. Community and Technica College System, aswdl
as an out-of -state person who seeks admission to any La. public college or universty, and who
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meets NCAA initid digibility sandards for participation in intercollegiate athletics from statutory
provisons requiring such personto have attainedaminmum A CT score (or SAT equivadent score)
of at least 17.

Civic EDUCATION
SB 11 by Theunissen (Last Action-Sent to Governor)
Egtablishes the Louisana Commission on Civic Educationto educate students on the importance

of ditizeninvolvement inarepresentative democracy and promote communicationand collaboration
among organizations in the Sate that conduct civic education programs.
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AIR QUALITY/VEHICLE EMISSIONS

HB 377 by Damico (Last Action —Sent to Governor)
HB 110 by Damico (Last Action — House Committee)
HB 519 by Damico (Last Action — House Committee)

Increases the fee from $3 to $8 for performing vehicle emissoninspections. Theingpections are
required inthe "Baton Rouge five parishared’, made up of the parishes of East Baton Rouge, West
BatonRouge, Iberville, Ascension, and Livingston, by the 1990 Amendmentsto the Clean Air Act
due to failure to meet ozone standards. Fromthe fee, DEQ shdl receive $2, for anincrease of $1,
and the privately owned inspection stations shal retain the remaining $6, for an increase of $4.

The hill dso givesthe department authority to reduce the frequency of ingpections and the authority
to exempt certain modd years as dlowed by the Environmental Protection Agency.

WASTE TIRES

HB 846 by Morrish (Last Action —Sent to Governor)
HB 697 by Damico (Last Action —House Calendar)

Authorizesthe secretary to charge the feewhichis currently collected on the sdle of new tires, and
which is$2 per passenger/light truck tire, $5 per medium truck tire, and $10 per off-road tire, on
the sde of dl tires. These fees are collected by tire deders, referred to as generators, and
deposited into the Waste Tire Management Fund, whichis used to operate the waste tire program
in DEQ. One aspect of that programisto reimburse waste tire processors for scrapping wastetires
generated within the state.  The bill establishes the rate at which the processors are to be
reimbursed: $1.50 per 20 Ibs. of waste tire processed.

The hill providesfor how the processors are reimbursed inthe event the Fund isinsolvent and how
arrearage ispad whenthe Fund has a surplus. Requiresthat the secretary or hisdesignee annually
appear before the oversight committees to report on the status of the program.

SANITARY CODE

HB 1125 by Damico (Last Action — Sent to Governor)

Provides that a faclity engaged in the certain activities or indudtries is exempt from the Sanitary
Code provisonreqguiring color coded piping and outlets conveying potable and nonpotable water,

if the faclity has some other plan for potable water distribution identification.  Specifies certain
elements of an identification plan.
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CHARITY HOSPITALS
SB 275 by Nevers (Last Action — Sent to Governor)

Extends certain requirementsincluded in SB 867 of the 2003 Regular Sessionrdative to Louisana
State University - Health Sciences Center - New Orleans to provide that the quarterly report
prepared by the divison include afisca year overview and any planned reductions at division
hospitals and the length of time that patients wait for services at each individud division hospitd.
Requiresthat additiona copies of the same quarterly report that is submitted to the Joint Legidative
Committee on the Budget a so be submitted to the Senate and House Committees on Health and
Wedfare.

Also extends the date from January to July 2005 within which the Department of Hedth and
Hospitals must implement acommonMedicaid and disproportionate share payment methodol ogy.

SB 770 by Fidds (Last Action — Sent to Governor)

Providesfor the establishment of University Medica Center in Baton Rouge as a hew state public
hospital to be placed under the authority of Louisana State University-Health Sciences Center -
New Orleans.

SCR 84 by McPherson (Last Action —Filed with Secretary of State)

Reqguests the Department of Hedlth and Hospitds to conduct a study relative to the hedth care
delivery system in Louisana with the goal of establishing a more integrated hedlth care ddivery
system statewide. The department is directed to focus its Sudy on an examination of proposals
for expanding informationtechnology and tedemdicine to move the hedlth care delivery systleminto
the Twenty-first Century and on proposals for providing more loca control and operation of the
hospita's and finding possible means of revenue in addition to State revenue.

CHILDREN
HB 569 by Triche (Last Action — Act No. 380)

Authorizesthe Department of Socia Servicesto require private collectionagenciesto comply with
the Fair Debt Collection Practices Act and the Federal Trade Commission Act when the agency
is handling any portion of a case to which the state is required to provide services. Authorizes the
Department of Social Servicesto proceed with establishing a court order for child support and
medica support without establishing paternity if the father's name aready appears on the birth
certificate.
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HB 956 by Durand (Last Action —Sent to Governor)

Cregtes an early intervention pilot program in the parishes of Iberia, St. Mary, and St. Martin to
address the underlying causes of behaviord problems and school performance problems related
to behavior.

HB 1285 by Jefferson (Last Action — Act No. 278)

Directs the Department of Health and Hospitals to add to the list of genetic conditions for which
newborns are tested after consulting with medical geneticists from each of the state's medica
schools.

DEVELOPMENTALLY DISABLED

HB 1042 by Triche (Last Action —Sent to Governor)

Edtablishes a pilot program for children with developmentd disgbilities to be maintained by the
office for dtizens with developmenta disabilities in the Department of Hedth and Hospitals.
Provides that the pilot program shdl replace the establishment of the pilot juvenile diagnostic

development centers for at-risk youth in urban areas and dhdl provide services induding
assessment, counseling, structured activities, and living options for juveniles,

HB 1611 by Dorsey (Last Action —House Calendar)

Creates the devel opmental disabilitylawto provide for adevel opmentd disabilities services system
to be administered by the office for citizens with developmentd disabilities (OCDD).

FEES/L ICENSES/PERMITS
HB 1476 by Walsworth (Last Action — House Calendar)

Providesfor the licensing and regulation of anesthesiologist assgtants.
SB 875 by M cPherson (Last Action —Sent to Governor)

Reped's the provisons relating to Substance Abuse Counsglor Certification and replaces it with
the Addictive Disorders Practice Act, induding the standards for addictive disorder professiondls.
Suchprofessonasindude: licensed addiction counsdl ors, certified addictioncounsdlors, registered
addiction counsglors, counsdorsintraning, addiction trestment assistants, certified clinical
supervisors, certified gambling counselors, certified preventionspecidigts, registered preventionists
and prevention-specidigs-in-traning. Also disbandsthe Louisana State Board of Certificationfor
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Substance Abuse Counsdlors and places the Department of Hedlth and Hospitals, office for
addictive disorders as the credentiding authority for addictive disorder professonds. Creates a
trangtion committee to advise relative to the trangtionfromthe board credentiaing applicantsand
palicing the profession to having the department perform those functions. Requires that the
regulatory authority granted to the department under proposed law be transferred to aboard on
July 1, 2007, and requires the department to take necessary steps to accomplish this transfer.

HB 1556 by Dorsey (Last Action —House Committee)

Requiresthe licensure of Alzheimer specid care units by the Department of Hedlthand Hospitals.

HB 272 by Durand (Last Action — Act No. 248)

Cresates the Louisana Emergency Response Network Board and places it within DHH in order
to safeguard the public hedth, safety, and wefare of the people of this state against unnecessary
trauma and time-sengtive related deaths and incidents of morbidity dueto trauma. Establishesa
comprehensve, coordinated Statewide system for access to regiona traumapatient care
throughout the state. This system shdl be compatible and interfaced with the Louisana Military
Department, Office of Homeland Security and Emergency Preparedness.

HB 1534 by Morrish (Last Action — House Committee)

Provides for the licensng and regulationof naturopathic physicians. Providesfor regulation of the
practice of naturopathic physcians by the State Board of Medica Examiners, including receiving
advice from the Louisana Naturopathic Medicine Advisory Committee,

GENETICS

SB 74 by Hines (Last Action —House Calendar)

Prohibits doning of human beings but does not prohibit or authorize sciertific research or cell-
based therapy that is not specifically prohibited.

HEALTH AND HOSPITALS
SB 808 by Hines (Last Action — Sent to Governor)
Requires certification by the Rural Hospital Codition, Inc. as a "smdl rural hospitd” as wel as

approva by the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) for a hospita to receive
disproportionate share funds.
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NURSES
HB 1290 by Townsend (Last Action — Act No. 279)

Providesthat only certified registered nurse anesthetists, physicians, dentists, perfusionistisor other
explictly authorized providers shdl select or administer any form of anesthetic ether directly or by
delegation, unless otherwise provided by law.

NURSING HOMES
HB 1612 by Dewitt (Last Action —House Committee)

Provides for the unannounced vidits of persons receiving persond care services,

adult resdentia care home services, adult day healthcare services, and ederly and disabled adult
sarvices. Providesthat appropriations from the Hedlth Trust Fund may be used to staff

the adult protection agencies in order to conduct these unannounced visits,

OPTOMETRISTS
HB 330 by Durand (Last Action — House Committee)

Provides for a change in the definition of "diagnostic and thergpeutic pharmaceutical agent” to
incdlude a narcotic but no other drug or substance listed in Schedule | and Schedule 11 of the
Uniform Controlled Dangerous Substance Law. Authorizes licensed optometrists to use or
prescribe certain diagnostic and thergpeutic pharmaceutical agents in diagnosing, preventing, and
treating abnorma conditions and pathology of the eye and its adnexa.

PHYSICIAN ASSISTANTS
HB 1140 by Durand (Last Action — Act N0.10)

Provides prescriptive authority for phys cianassistantswho meet certain specified criteria and who
have completed at |east one year of clinical rotations and three yearsof practiceunder asupervisng
physician. Limitsthis prescriptive authority to drugs contained in Schedules 11, 1V, and V of the
Uniform Controlled Dangerous SubstanceLaw and legend drugs and medica devicesto the extent
delegated by the supervisng physcan. Prohibits the physician assgtant from administering and
prescribing narcotics.
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PHARMACISTS/PRESCRIPTION DRUGS
HB 1402 by Walker (Last Action —Sent to Governor)

Providesforthe return, exchange, and redigpensing of certain medications to charitable pharmacies
for purposes of serving the indigent population.

HB 1426 by Salter (Last Action —Act No.11)

Provideslimited prescriptive authority to pecialy trained medical psychologists. Prohibitsmedica
psychologists from prescribing narcotics.

PuBLIC HEALTH

HB 1715 by Durand (Last Action —Sent to Governor)

Crestes the Louisana Bio-Recovery Technician Certification Commission under DHH to certify
and regulate bio-recovery technicians inorder to regulate the handling and treatment of biomedical
waste that consists of human blood or bodily fluids as aresult of desth, seriousinjury, or illness,
thereby preventing the spread of tuberculosis, meningitis, syphilis and other venered diseases,

HIV/AIDS, hepatitis, and other infectious diseases. Edtablishes qudifications for certification.
Authorizes sugpension or revocation of a certificate and pendties for violations.

HB 249 by Badon (Last Action — House Committee)

Prohibits smoking in restaurants, including those restaurants that serve acoholic beverages.
SOCIAL SERVICES

HB 1324 by Broome (Last Action —House Committee)

Edtablishes the "flexible funding act of 2004: money followsthe individud™ to provide for a policy
which permits persons living in private nurang homes and Intermediate Care Facility/Mental
Retardationto moveto acommunity based setting and receive ther servicesthrough one of severa
Medicaid waivers.

HB 1363 by Winston (Last Action — Sent to Governor)

Provides for the creation of youth services advisory boardsin each judicid didtrict.
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SB 654 by Bajoie (Last Action — Sent to Governor)

Providesfor digihility for FITAP benefitsand removes redtrictions on earned income disregard for
TANF.
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CAMPAIGN FINANCE
HB 1015 by Lancaster (Last Action — Sent to Governor)

Prohibits the governor from accepting and depositing certain campaign contributions, loans, or

transfers of funds for his own campaign during aregular legidative sesson and for aperiod of 30

days after sucha sessionadjourns and requiresthe return of any such contribution, loan, or transfer

of funds within 10 days of receipt. Prohibits a legidator from accepting and deposting certain

campaigncontributions, loans, or transfers of fundsfor his own campaign during aregular legidative

session and requires the return of any such contribution, loan, or transfer of funds within 10 days

of receipt. Exempts (1) an expenditure by the eected officid for his own campaign or a
contribution, loan, or transfer of funds by the eected officid to his own politicad committeg; (2) a
candidate for U.S. senator or U.S. representative; (3) an office to befilled by an eection which
occurs during the regular legidative sesson or within 60 days after such regular legidative sesson
adjourns, (4) for the governor, an office other than the office of governor; and (5) for legidators,

an office other than member of the date legidature. For legidators, till requires the notice of a
fundraiser during session for fundraisers for those offices for which the member may still accept

contributions under the exceptions. The present law pendties which apply to violations of the

prohibitionare (1) for legidators, acivil penaty for eachviolationinan amount not to exceed $300

and crimind pendties of not more than Sx monthsin jal or afine of not more than $500, or both

for knowing, willful, and fraudulent violations and (2) for the governor, a civil pendty for each
violationinanamount not to exceed $500 and crimina pendties of not morethansx monthsinjail

or afine of not more than $500, or both for knowing, willful, and fraudulent violaions.

HB 430 by Murray (Last Action — Failed to Pass/Senate)

Would have provided that prohibitions againgt campaign contributions made by persons
subgtantidly interested in the gaming industry do not apply to any account of a political committee
affiliated with a recognized political party and organized under the laws of another jurisdiction,
provided that such account is kept separate and no fundsfromthe account are used to support or
oppose any Louisana candidate or the political committeethereof. Alsowould have required that
prior to making suchacontribution, the person mugt expresdy request that suchpolitical committee
shdl not use the funds to support a Louisana candidate or the politica committee thereof. The
provisons of HB 430 were amended into HB 510 by Montgomery by senate committee
amendments.

HB 510 by Montgomery (Last Action —Sent to Governor)
Amended in senate committeeto remove provisons of HB 510 asintroduced relative to the public

service commissoners and the commissioner of insurance, and added the provisions of HB 430
relative to campaign finance contributions made by persons related to the gaming indudtry. (See
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discussion of HB 430 by Murray, above) Intheform that HB 510 finaly passed the House, it
would have limited campaign contributions made by certain persons under the jurisdiction of the
Public Service Commission (persons conducting activitiesregulated by the commission or having
asubstantiad economic interest whichmay be affected by the commission) to candidatesfor public
service commissoner or politica committees participating in the eection of a public service
commissioner. Contributions would have beenlimited to $500 in the year preceding the eection.
Would have created smilar campaign contribution limitations for certain persons under the
jurisdiction of the Dept. of Insurance, or whose interests are affected by the Dept. of Insurance,
or whose activities are regulated by the Dept. of Insurance relative to contributions made to
candidates for commissioner of insurance or politica committees participating inthe eectionof the
commissioner of insurance.

HB 481 by L ancaster (Last Action — Sent to Governor)

Increases the amounts of contributionsin the 20 days prior to an election that require reporting
within 48 hours by a candidate for district or mgor office and a politicad committee participating
inhisdection. Increases the amountsfor contributions madeto major and digtrict office candidates
that must be reported from $500 to $1,000 (major) and from $250 to $500 (district). Increases
the amountsfor contributions madeto political committees participating inthe d ectionof major and
digtrict office candidates that must be reported from $500 to $1,000 (major) and from $250 to
$500 (district).

HB 1126 by Murray (Last Action —Sent to Governor)

Requires persons who make independent expendituresinsupport or opposition to a candidate or
who accept contributions in candidate dectionsto file 48-hour reports in the 20 days prior to an
election if such contributions or expenditures areinexcess of: $1,000 in support or opposition to
acandidate for any mgor office; $500 in support or opposition to a candidate for district office;
and $500 in support or opposition to a candidate for any other office. Providesthat the definition
of "person” for purposes of campaign finance laws includes a limited ligbility company or
corporation.

ELECTIONS
HB 728 by Bruneau (Last Action — Failed to Pass/Senate)

Would have moved the time of the dection for dl of the persons eected at the sametime asthe
governor to the congressiond dections in the year of the presidential dection. The officesto be
moved incduded governor, It. governor, secretary of State, attorney generd, state treasurer,
commissioner of agriculture, commissioner of insurance, the Board of Elementary and Secondary
Educetion, statesenators, state representatives, sheriffs (except in Orleans), clerks of court (except
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inOrleans), assessors (except in Orleans), coroners (except in Orleans), parish presidents (except
in East Baton Rouge and Plaguemines), parishgoverning authority members (except in East Baton
Rouge, Orleans, and Plaguemines), and the offices of the municipdity of Vienna To accomplish
this change, the term for dl of the affected offices, except the office of tax assessor, would have
been extended for one year.

HB 1657 by Dartez (Last Action —Sent to Governor)

Requires the notice of candidacy to includeinthe certificate Sgned by the candidate a certification
that he does not owe any outstanding fines, fees, or pendties pursuant to the Campaign Finance
Disclosure Act (CFDA). Defines"outstanding fine, fee, or pendty” to meanafine, fee, or pendty
equa to an amount of $250 or more assessed by order of the Supervisory Committee on
Campaign FinanceDisclosure pursuant to the CFDA, whichhas been converted into acourt order
for whichdl appedl s have been exhausted or ajudgment of adigtrict court assessing civil penaties
pursuant to the CFDA which has become executory. Specifiesthat such definition shal not mean
any fine, fee, or pendty whichhasbeen paid inful or for whichthe candidate is in compliance with
a payment plan established in writing between the supervisory committee and the candidate.
Provides that an action to object to the candidacy of a person who qualified as a candidate in a
primary eection may be based on the grounds that the defendant falsaly certified on his notice of
candidacy that he does not owe any outstandingfines, fees, or pendties pursuant to the CFDA and
provides that the supervisory committee may bring anactionobjecting to acandidatein a primary
€election on such grounds.

HB 180 by Futrel (Last Action — Sent to Governor)

Rdaive to commissioners who serve at the polls on eection day, provides for aparish board of
election supervisors, uponitsdeterminationthat thereis a shortage of commissoners, to select and
schedule two commissonersto each serve for hdf of aneectionday. Providesfor acommissioner
who has worked haf of an eection day to receive hdf of the compensation that acommissioner
would receive for working afull electionday. Makesprovisionsof proposed law effectivefor two
years.

SB 561 by Fontenot (Last Action —Sent to Governor)

Provides for commissioners to work for haf of an eection day, smilar to HB 180 by
Representative Futrdl. Would have provided for an increase in compensation for certain
commissioners and commiss oners-in-charge; however, those provisonswereremoved by ahouse
committee. See dso smilar bills HB 1138 by Dorsey, HB 135 by Lancaster, and SB 121 by
Jones.

HB 1138 by Dorsey (Last Action — House Committee)
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Would have provided for a parish board of eection supervisors, upon its determination that there
isa shortage of commissoners, to select and schedule two commissioners to each serve for haf
of an eection day and for acommissioner who has worked haf of an eection day to receive half
of the compensation that a commissoner would receive for a ful dection day. Would have
increased the compensationof commissioners-in-charge and commissonerswho serve at the polls
on election day.

HB 136 by Lancaster (Last Action —House Committee)

Would have increased compensation of commissoners and commissoners-in-charge who serve
at the polls on dection day.

SB 121 by C. D. Jones (Last Action —House Committee)

Would have increased compensation of certain commissionersand commissoners-in-charge who
serve a the polls on eection day.

HB 135 by Lancaster (Last Action — House Committee)

Would have changed the hours the palls are open on dection day to be from 7 am. to 7 p.m.
instead of 6 am. to 8 p.m.

HB 774 by Waddell (Last Action — House Committee)

Would have changed the hours the polls are open on dection day to be from 7 am. to 7 p.m.
ingtead of 6 am. to 8 p.m. Would have removed requirements for voting absentee in person and
ingead provided for any qudified voter to vote absentee in person. Would have changed
terminology throughout the dection code from "absentee in person voting” to "early voting”.

HB 144 by Katz (Last Action — House Committee)

Similar to HB 774 by Representative Waddell, except it did not provide for the change in
terminology from "absentee in person voting” to "early voting'.

HB 1450 by Morrel (Last Action — Senate Calendar)

Would have provided for eections for members of congress and officers eected at the same time
as members of congress to be held every two years in even-numbered years as follows. primary
electionsto be held on the first Tuesday after the firs Monday in November of an eection year
(federd dection day); generd dections to be held on the fifth Saturday after federd election day
(will usudly fdl in December).
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HB 1605 by Daniel (Last Action —Sent to Governor)

Providesfor apoalitica party to become recognized if 90 days prior to the opening of the queifying
for any electionat least 1,000 registered voters are registered as affiliated withsuch politica party.
Requires such party to file aregistration statement withthe office of the secretary of state and pay
aregigrationfeeof $1,000. Providesthat any political party so recognized shdl not be subject to
the exemptionfrom certain campaign contribution limits for recognized politica parties. Provides
for the words"no party” or an abbreviationthereof to appear after acandidate's name onthe balot
if acandidateis not affiliated with any politica party.

HB 1709 by Jefferson (Last Action —House Calendar) (Substitute for HB 840)

Would have changed the deadline for closing voter registration from 30 days prior to the election
to eight days prior to the dection.

HB 1204 by Karen Carter (Last Action — House Committee)

Would have dlowed for voter registration to continue until eection day.

SB 184 by Fields (Last Action — Senate Committee)

Would have dlowed personsto register to vote and vote on eection day.
L EGISLATIVE AUDITOR

HB 490 by Ritchie (Last Action — Sent to Governor)

Specifiesthat an entity that establishes scholagtic rules under specified present law whichrulesare
the basis of BESE policy to be adhered to by dl high schools under BESE'sjurisdiction shdl not
be required to be audited by the legidative auditor, but instead shdl file an audit prepared by an
audit firmapproved by the legidative auditor. Providesthat the Legidative Audit Advisory Council
may direct an audit by the legidative auditor of such entity upon afinding of cause.

HB 899 by Gallot (Last Action — Sent to Governor)

Providesfor the definitionof private, nonprofit corporations whichsupport public higher education
inditutions to include any nonprafit corporation whose primary purpose is to finance the design,
condruction, renovation, or equipping of facilities to be leased to public inditutions of higher
learning. Provides that such nonprofit corporations shdl be audited annudly by an independent
professona auditor who shdl furnish the legidative auditor copies of his annud audit.
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L OBBYING
HB 1246 by LaFleur (Last Action—Act No. 116)

Providesfor the registrationand disclosure of |obbyist expenditures onanexecutive branch officd.

Defines "lobbyis" as any person who is employed to act in a representative capacity for the
purpose of lobbying if lobbying condtitutes one of the duties of such employment, or any person
who receives compensation of any kind to act in a representative capacity when one of the
functions for which compensation is paid is lobbying and makes expenditures of $500 or morein
acaendar year for the purpose of lobbying. Specifiesthat el ected and gppointed officias and thar

designess acting in the performance of public duties shdl not be considered to be lobbyidts.

Requires regidration and payment of $110 regidtration fee with the Ethics Board withinfive days
of employment as a lobbyist or within five days after the first action requiring regigtration as a
lobbyist. Lobbyist expenditure reports must include (1) the total of dl expenditures made during
each reporting period (aggregated as prescribed by the board of ethics by rule) and during the
same caendar year; (2) the aggregate total of expendituresattributable to an individua executive
branch officid during each reporting period and during the same calendar year, including the name
of the executive branch officid and the name of his executive branch agency (Note: Reporting
expenditures by individud by name istriggered by the expenditure on that person of more than $50
per occasion or $250 in a reporting period); and (3) a satement of the expenditure for each
reception, socid gathering, or other function to which more than 25 executive branchofficids are
invited and the name of the group or groups invited and the date and location of the reception,

socid gathering, or other function (specifiesthat suchexpenditures do not aggregate towards any
individua executive branch officid). Provides for additiona exemptions.

HB 1215 by LaFleur (Last Action —Sent to Governor)

Requires persons who have or who are seeking to obtain a contractua or other relationship with
a date or Satewide public retirement system to disclose expenditures on public servants affiliated
with such retirement systems.  Person must make expenditures of $500 in a caendar year to be
required to report. Requires semiannua reports of al expenditures by such persons for a
retirement officid or offidas (1) by August 15th for the period from January 1t through June 30th;
and (2) by February 15th for the period from July 1st through December 31st. Provides that
expenditures are attributable to anindividud retirement officia when the aggregate expenditurefor
such retirement official exceeds the sum of $50 per occasion or when the aggregate expenditure
for such retirement officid exceeds the sum of $250 in areporting period.
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PuBLIC RECORDS
SB 579 by Jones (Last Action —Sent to Governor) (Duplicate of HB 744 by Lancaster)

Provides that certain records in the possession of the Dept. of Economic Development pertaining
to negotiations relative to economic or business development activities shdl be confidentia until
negotiations are concluded. Requires the secretary of the Dept. of Economic Development to
determine that the disclosure of the records would have a detrimental effect on the negotiation and
to pecify his reasons for such determination. Requires the secretary to publishanotice containing
generd information about the negotiation in the officid journa of the state within 10 days of the
determination. Requires the natice to include the date of the determination. Specifies that such
information shal not reman confidentiad for more than a 24-month period. Specifies that
immediately upon the conclusion of the negotiation, al such records shall be subject to the
provisons of law reldive to public records. Provides that the exemption does not apply to any
gpplication for a license or permit or to any records of negotiations concerning any hazardous
waste or waste Site. Provides that the provisions for the exemption sunset on July 1, 2008.

SB 730 by Dupre (Last Action — Sent to Governor)

Providesthat any request for paymentsover $1,000 to or on behdf of or to reimbursethe expense
of a public employee of a public higher education inditution or public employee or officer of a
management board of a public higher education inditution by a nonprofit organization shal be
gpproved in writing by the appropriate public higher education management board and that such
gpprova shal be a public record.

HB 421 by Beard (Last Action —Sent to Governor)

Exempts certain proprietary and trade secret informationpertaining to any code, pattern, formula,
design, device, method, or process fromthe lawsrelative to public records. Specifically exempts
from disclosure proprietary or trade secret information pertaining to any code, pattern, formula,
design, device, method, or process whichis proprietary or trade secret informationwhichhasbeen
submitted to a public body by the devel oper, owner, or manufacturer of a code, pattern, formula,
design, device, method, or process in order to obtain or retain approval of such code, pattern,
formula, design, device, method, or processfor sde or useinthisstate. Also exempts proprietary
or trade secret information pertaining to any code, pattern, formula, design, device, method, or
process which has been submitted to the public body in order to facilitate the further research,
development, or commercidization of such code, pattern, formula, design, device, method, or
process. Provides aprocedure for the marking of such information and for certain determinations
by the custodian of the record.
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REDISTRICTING
HB 910 by Lancaster (Last Action — Sent to Governor)

Changesthe composition of House Didtricts 2 and 4 in Caddo Parish, House Digtricts 51 and 60
in Assumption Parish, and House Didtricts 54 and 55 in Lafourche Parish. Provides that the 105
representative digrictsare effective for al purposes. Specifies that the provisions of the Act shdll
not affect or reduce the termof office of any House member eected at the regular dectionin2003
or of any member elected pursuant to a specia eection held prior to the effective date of the
changes. Specifies that each member of the House in office on the effective date of the changes
shdl be the member of the House for the didtrict having the same designation as the didtrict from
which the member was e ected and shdl complete the term for which he was dected.

GOVERNMENT REORGANIZATION
HB 1276 by Montgomery (Last Action —Act No. 7) (Duplicate of SB 486 by Cravins)

Creates youth services as a separate entity in the Department of Public Safety and Corrections
(DPS&.C), dmilar to corrections services and public safety services (the two other main
components of DPS& C). Provides that youth servicesis headed by adeputy secretary for youth
serviceswho reportsdirectly to the governor. Provides that the duties and functions of the deputy
secretary for youth services shdl be as provided by law and shdl not be subject to change by the
department secretary. Providesthat youth servicesis comprised of theofficeof youth devel opment
(moved from corrections services of DPS& C) and a new office of management and finance for
youth services.

Provides for a trangtion plan for crestion of the office of management and finance for youth
sarvices.  Permits the plan to provide for contracting for carrying out functions of the office.
Requiresthat the plan provide for the least possible increased cost and for the maximum utilization
of current resources of DPS&C to the extent possble, including services of the office of
management and finance for corrections services. Provides that the transition plan shal be
implemented after gpprova by the governor and the Joint L egidative Committee on the Budget.
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HEALTH | NSURANCE
HB 344 by K. Carter (Last Action —Sent to Governor)

AuthorizesLaChoiceas apilot program established by the Department of Insurance and specifies
that the department's pilot programs may provide for individua hedthinsurance coverage as well
as group coverage. Also provides that a blanket hedlth and accident insurance policy may be
issued to the Department of Healthand Hospita's covering a group defined as dl persons who are
digible for medica assstance pursuant to a coverage program implemented pursuant to approval
of the secretary of the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services using authority granted
under Section 1115 of the Socia Security Act.

HB 448 by Hebert (Last Action — Sent to Governor)

Provides for continuity of care by aphysician or ahealth care provider under his direction when
such physician or provider is terminated from a hedlth plan if the patient has been diagnosed as
being in ahigh-risk or late-term pregnancy or as having alife-threstening illness

HB 759 by K. Carter (Last Action —Sent to Governor)

Requiresthe Department of Insurance to establisha pilot programto increase accessto affordable
hedlth insurance for eigible individuas under the federa Hedth Coverage Tax Credit program.

HB 986 by Hebert (Last Action —Act No. 269)

Provides for sandards relating to individud and group hedth benefits for mothers and newborns.
Spedificaly provides that a newborn child upon birth shall become a dependent under any
individud or group hedth plan or policy under which such child is digible for enrollment.

HB 1468 by Townsend (Last Action —Sent to Governor)

Edtablishesal5 day prompt payment standard for eectronic pharmacy daims. Also providesthat
nationdly recognized benchmarks used to cal culate the reimbursement to be paid to pharmacies
or pharmacists by hedth insurance issuers shdl be the most current price and shdl be updated
every three business days.
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HB 1714 by Walsworth (Last Action — House Committee)
SB 856 by Hines (Last Action — Senate Committee)

Would have enacted the Adminidrative SmplificationAct, providing standardsfor prompt payment
of hedth insurance dams, induding provisions rddive to nondectronic and eectronic dams
submisson, limitations ondam filingand audits, coordination of benefits, recoupment, regulations,
and violations, cease and desist orders, and penalties.

HCR 105 by Morrish (Last Action — Filed with Secretary of State)

Continuesthe Task Force onthe Working Uninsured, a specia committeeto examine and provide
greater access to hedth insurance for the working uninsured, until January 1, 2007.

SB 334 by Hainkel (Last Action — Sent to the Governor)

Authorizes hedlth insurers and health maintenance organizations to offer flexible hedth benefits
policies, contracts, and agreements without state health insurance mandates or certain other
requirements. Provides that such coverage may be offered to an individua or to a group of
employees of an employer of 50 or fewer individuas.

HEALTH | NSURANCE M ANDATES

HB 732 by K. Carter (Last Action — Failed to Pass/House)

Would have required heathinsurance coverage of certain medicaly prescribed contraceptivesand
contraceptive services when coverage is provided for prescriptiondrugs. Contained an excluson
for certain religious employers.

HB 1211 by Shepherd (Last Action — Sent to Governor)

Providesthat mandated coverage of the compl ete basic immunization series for dependent children
up to age six shdl not be subject to any deductible. Also removes provisonexempting the Office
of Group Benefits program from the mandated hedlth insurance coverage of such immunizations.

HB 1406 by Farrar (Last Action — House Committee)

Would have required healthinsurancecoverage of colorectal cancer screenings inaccordance with
the recommendations of the American College of Gastroenterology.
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| NSURANCE AGENTS
HB1183 by Erdey (Last Action — Sent to Governor)

Providesthat whenthe insurer cancels a policy any unearned premiums and commissions must be
paid by the insurer to the insured, other persons entitled to the payments, and the agent of the
insured. Further requires that the insurer notify the insured of any such payment to the agent.

PROPERTY AND CASUALTY |NSURANCE AND RATES
HB 349 by Hebert (Last Action —Sent to Governor)

Requires that an incident is not a daim on a homeowners or automobile insurance policy unless
there is a demand for payment. Providesthat the report of aloss or aquestion of coverage shall
not establish aclam.

HB 797 by Tucker (Last Action — Sent to Governor)

Provides for a25% discount for automobile lighility insurancefor active military personne paid by
arebate from the state and administered by the commissioner of insurance. The fisca note shows
approximately $800,000 cost to the state. Also prohibits, asan unfair practice, therefusd toissue
insurance or to increase premiums based soldly on the lapse of the policy due to the deployment
of the military personndl.

HB 1514 by K. Carter (Last Action —Sent to Governor)

Createsafile and useraing systemfor al commercid linesof property and casualty insurancewith
a 45-day waiting period. Provides that each application for arate change isto be on file for 45
days with the office of property and casudty. Unless disgpproved in writing within the 45 days,
the gpplication is deemed to be approved. Once an gpplication has been reviewed, the office of
property and casualty may authorize itsuse prior to the expiration of the 45 days. By ruleor order,
the office may reduce the waiting period.

Provides that insurer of commercid entities, except with regard to workers' compensation and
medical ma practiceinsurance, withnot less than $10,000 in annua premiums, are required tofile
insurance rates with the office for informationa purposes only.

Prohibits the use of credit scores for commercid lines except for determining the interest rete for
premiums finanang.
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HB 1574 by Flavin (Last Action — Act No. 358)

Allowsinsurersto convert an entire class of homeowners policies to another policy form as the
policiesare renewed, so long asthose changeswere filed withand approved by the commissoner.
Providesthat the policies subject to the conversionarecontinuedinfull force and effect for the term
of the palicy. Providesthat aconversion does not condtitute the cancellation or nonrenewd of any
policy and is not grounds for the cancellation or nonrenewa of any policy by the insurer.

SB 732 by Cain (Last Action — Sent to Governor)

Clarifiesthat the"unauthorized insurance companies are approved by the Department of | nsurance.

Requires that surplus linescompanies ddiver policiesthat are stamped withanotice that the policy
is not covered by LIGA. Provides that the notice be stamped or printed on the policy and
providesthat the notice be ether prominently displayed inred or if it is printed or stamped inblack,
that the notice be prominently offset by a black border.

DEPARTMENT OF | NSURANCE

SB 731 by Cain (Last Action — Sent to Governor)

Createsthe LouisanaAutomobile Theft and Insurance Fraud Prevention Authority withinthe Dept.
of Insurancefor the purpose of combating motor vehicle insurance fraud, including fraud by theft.
Provides that monies received as gifts, grants, donations, loans, and assistance will be deposited
into a state-chartered bank and subject to annud audit by the legidative auditor.

Crestes the Louisana Automobile Theft and Insurance Fraud Prevention Authority Fund in the
dtate treasury to receive funds for the purpose of the program.

Provides that by mgjority vote of the authority the funds may be used to pay the cost of
adminigration and achieve the purposes of the authority, including providing financia support to

public law enforcement, judicia agencies, and community organizations for educetiond programs
and to prevent automobile theft and insurance fraud.

L IFE INSURANCE
HB 1001 by K. Carter (Last Action — Sent to Governor)

Provides for sgnificant changesin the overal regulatory scheme over long-term care insurance.
Provides for requirements of federally tax qualified long-term care insurance contracts. Redtricts
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limitations on digibility for benefits for post-confinement, post-acute care, and recuperative care.
Requires the offering of a nonforfeiture benefitsfor individud and group policies. Authorizesrule-
meaking by the commissoner of insurance. Providesfor finesfor violaions.

SB 157 by Cain (Last Action — Sent to Governor)

Provides that under existing funerd palicies, if, upon the death of the insured, the dollar value of
the funerd to be furnished, as stated in the palicy, is lessthanthe retall price of the funera benefits
specified inthe palicy, thenthe beneficiary is entitled to a cash payment equa to 100% of the face
amount of the policy.

SB 178 by Hainkel (Last Action —House Committee)

Extends statutory life insurance beneficiaries to any organizationto whoma charitable contribution
could be made under the Internal Revenue Code, or any trust, partnership, limited liability
company, or Smilar entity which is goproved in writing by any organization to whom a chariteble
contribution could be made under the Internal Revenue Code, with the written consent of the
individud insured, may be named the irrevocable beneficiary inor owner of any combination of a
policy of life insurance issued by any life insurance company and annuity contract issued by any
annuity company upon the life of any individud.
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HB 152 by Murray
Condgtitutional Amendment (Last Action — House Committee)

Would have required ajudge of the supreme court, a court of appedl, district court, family court,
parishcourt, or court having soldy juvenilejurisdictionto have been admitted to the practice of law
inthis state for a least 10 years prior to his being quaified to run for eection to office.

HB 411 by Toomy (Last Action —House Calendar)

Would have increased the actual sdlary of supreme court, courts of appedl, and district court
judges by four and one-haf, four and six-tenths, and four and nine-tenths percent each year onduly
1, 2004, and onduly 1, 2005. Would have increased the state-paid actua saary of city court and
parish court judges by four and nine-tenths percent on the same dates.

HB 412 by Toomy (Last Action —House Calendar)

Would have required that judicid sdaries be approved by concurrent resolution adopted by a
favorable vote of the mgority of the el ected members of each house of the legidature. Would have
provided that the sdaries recommended in the report submitted by the Judicia Compensation
Commission take effect on the first day of July of the year in which the report was submitted, if
approved by the legidature.

HB 547 by LaFleur
Condgtitutional Amendment (Last Action — House Committee)

Would have created the Court of Judicid Discipline as the authority to discipline ajudge. Would
have continued the Judiciary Commission, but would have changed its structure to be the
investigative body prosecuting judicid misconduct.

ASSISTANT DISTRICT ATTORNEYS

HB 1413 by Toomy (Last Action — Sent to Governor)

Authorizes the creation of new assstant didtrict attorney pogtionsinvarious judicid digrictsin the
state.
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HOLIDAYS

HB 20 by Shepherd (Last Action — Sent to Governor)

Provides that Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.'s Birthday shall be a lega holiday observed by the
departments of the state onthe third Monday of January of each year or in conjunctionwiththe day
of the federa observance.

SPECIAL LEGISLATION

HB 27 by Guillory (Last Action-Sent to Governor )

Desgnates gumbo asthe officid state cuisne.

SB 8 by B. Gautreaux (Last Action — Sent to Governor)

Designates St. Mary Parish as the "Gateway to the Atchafalaya Basin, home of some of the best
bass fishing tournamentsin the world'".

SB 716 by Hainkel (Last Action — Sent to Governor)

Edtablishes February 6th as Ronad Reagan Day.
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EMPLOYMENT

HB 516 by Shepherd (Last Action — House Committee)
HB 691 by Johns (Last Action — Sent to Governor)
HB 1193 by Karen Carter (Last Action —Sent to Governor)

House Bill 516 requires employers with 100 or more employees to provide sx months of
severance pay in the event of corporate consolidation, downsizing, layoff, or relocation.

House Bill 691 prohibits 17-year-olds who have not graduated from high school from working
between midnight and 5 am. before any school day. Sixteen year olds who have not graduated
fromhigh school are prohibited fromworking between11 p.m. and 5 am. before any school day.
Minors under the age of 16 are prohibited from working between 7 p.m. and 7 am. prior to any
school day and between 9 p.m. and 7 am. onany other day. The employment guidelines do not
apply to minorsemployed inthe dairy industry. The guiddines area so subject to any loca curfew
ordinance.

House Bill 1193 creates the Equal Pay Commission to study pay disparities affectingwomenand
minorities. The commission isto be composed of representatives from various organizations and
inditutions of higher learning including the NAACP, the Women's Commission on Research and
Policy, Southern Univeraty, LSU, and Xavier University. The members are appointed by the
governor and must meet a least four times. The commisson shdl meke findings and
recommendations by February 1, 2006.

UNEMPLOYMENT COMPENSATION

HB 242 by Richmond (Last Action —House Committee)
HB 1379 by Hunter (Last Action —House Committee)
HB 1673 by Jefferson (Last Action —Sent to Governor)
HB 1707 by Gray (Last Action — Failed to Pass/House)

House Bill 242 creates the "Victims Domestic Violence and Economic Security Act'. The Act
would provide for job protection, unpaid leave, and maintenance of health benefits for victims of
domestic violence.

House Bill 1379 providesunemployment benefitsto vicims of domestic violence under enumerated
circumgtances. Theindividua isrequired to produce certain documentation to provethe existence
of domestic violence.
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House Bill 1673 creates a sdf-employment assstance program for unemployment benefit
recipients. Persons drawing unemployment benefitswho meet certain established criteriamay use
their benefitsin efforts to become self-employed.

House Bill 1707 creates the "Unemployment Insurance for Domestic Abuse Survivors Act”.
TheActwould dlowanindividud to draw unemployment benefitsif the individud isforced toleave
his or her employment because of domestic violence issues. The individua would have to
demondrate the existence of domestic violence by producing certain documentation.
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LocAL GOVERNMENT

HB 260 by Flavin (Last Action —House Committee)

Would have provided that copies of the officid proceedings of any local governing body must be
furnished to the officid journa within 10 days of any meeting or within 10 days from the date the
minutes of the meeting were gpproved by the local governing body.

HB 441 by Gallot (Last Action —Sent to Governor)

Removes present law provisions requiring parish sheriffs to submit expenditure reportsthat indlude
a specific itemization of the costs associated with the purchase, maintenance, and upkeep of
automobiles and other vehicles to the parish governing authority and clerk of court.

HB 543 by Arnold (Last Action — House Committee)

Proposed congtitutiona amendment would authorize the legidature to provide by locd law for the
incorporation of the fifteenth ward of the parish of Orleans as amunicipdity within the parish of
Orleans and change the boundaries of the city of New Orleans.

HB 1189 by Arnold (Last Action — House Committee)

Would have provided for the incorporation of the fifteenth ward of the parish of Orleans as a
municipdity within the parish of Orleans. Would have provided for governance of the newly
crested municipality and changed the boundaries of the city of New Orleans,

HB 933 by Fannin (Last Action — House Committee)

Would have required local governing authorities, except for Rapides Parish, to use 75% of ther
timber severance tax proceeds for the purposes established for the Parish Transportation Fund.

HB 1080 by Murray (Last Action —House Committee)
Would have removed requirementsthat anauxiliary officid journa must have paid circulation and

that it must have beenentered in a U.S. post office under a periodical permit inthe parishinwhich
the public body islocated for a period of five consecutive years prior to sdlection.

HB 1118 by Badon (Last Action — House Calendar)
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Would have authorized the governing authority of any parish or munidpdity to create, by
ordinance, an office of information technology within the parish or municipad government. Would
have provided for the appointment of a chief technology officer and for his powers and duties.

HB 1325 by Murray (Last Action — Sent to Governor)

Changes Loca Government Budget Act to require political subdivisons with proposed tota
expenditures of $500,000 or more (instead of $250,000 or more) from the general fund and any
specid revenue funds to afford the public opportunity to participate inthe budgetary process prior
to adoption of a budget. Present law requires the chief executive or adminidrative officer of a
politica subdivison to advise the governing authority or independently elected officid in writing
when:

(1) Totd revenue and other sourcesplus projected revenue and other sourcesfor the remainder
of the year, within a fund, are falling to meet total budgeted revenues and other sources by
5% or more.

(2) Totd actua expenditures and other uses plus projected expenditures and other uses for the
remainder of the year, withinafund, are exceeding the total budgeted expendituresand other
uses by 5% or more.

(3) Actud beginning fund baance, within afund, fails to meet estimated beginning fund baance
by 5%.

HB 1325 makes present law provisons gpplicable only to politica subdivisons subject to the
requirement of public participation rather than dl politicad subdivisons.

HB 1432 by Thompson (Last Action — Sent to Governor)

Present law exempts any locd depositing authority located in any parish or municipdity with a
population of less than 100,000 from certain genera provisions governing local depositories
induding provisons that provide relative to the definitionof local depositing authorities, provisons
governing daily depodts, and provisons governing designated fiscal agencies. HB 1432 deletes
these exemptions and requiresthat these provisons gpply to locd depositing authorities located in
aparish or municipdity with a population of less than 100,000.

HB 1587 by Badon (Last Action — House Committee)

Would have authorized the governing authority of any parishor municipaity to adopt an ordinance
establishing air quaity sandards in restaurants.
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HB 1041 by Tucker (Last Action —Sent to Governor)

Requires municipdities and parishesto give military inddlations 30 days advance notice of any
action taken on a zoning request or variance affecting property within 3,000 feet of such an
ingallation.

HB 1610 by Morrish (Last Action —Sent to Governor)

Authorizes the governing authority of any parish, municipdity, or other political subdivison of the
date to establish and contribute funds toward medica savings accounts, hedth savings accounts,
and smilar accounts authorized by federal law for itsemployees. Providesthat such accounts may
be used in conjunction with high deductible hedth plansfor such employees. Requires palitica
subdivisonswhichestablishsuchaccountsto contract withathird-party administrator toadminister
the medicd or hedth insurance program.

HB 1660 by Broome (Last Action —Sent to Governor)

Redefines a"locd governmenta subdivison' relative to provisons of present law for cooperative
economic development and tax increment financing by removing 200,000 populationlimitationso
that makes provisons gpplicable to dl parishes and municipalities. Creates certain population
limitations and conditions which limit the gpplicability of HB 1660 in certain parishes and
municipdities.

SB 191 by Irons (Last Action — Sent to Governor)

Present law provides for local depositing authorities to sdlect as the depository of their funds
financid inditutions domiciled or having branch offices located in the parish or municipality or
congressiond didrict of the deposting authority. Limitsdeposting amount to no morethan200%
of the capital stock, declared surplus, and undivided profits of the bank, provided that deposits
swept fromthe bank's deposit account at the close of business each day for purchase of securities
that quaify ascollatera for public deposits not be counted inthis caculaion. SB 191 exceptsfrom
the 200% capita stock, declared surplus, and undivided profits limit on the amount of deposit,
deposits secured by permissible collateral within three days of deposit.

SB 794 by Michot (Last Action —House Committee)

Would have provided that the authority of municipditiesto vote and levy salesand usetaxesunder
present |law shdl bein additionto dl other sdles and use taxes which municipdities may vote and
levy and shdl not be subject to any limitations imposed upon parishes or parish school boards.
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SB 801 by Romero (Last Action — Sent to Governor)

Provides that in additionto any other authority to levy asaesand use tax, any political subdivision
levying or authorized to levy any sales and use tax pursuant to voter gpproval is authorized to
renew or continue suchsalesand usetax, provided that the questionof the renewal or continuation
of such tax has been gpproved by amgority of the qudified eectors of the political subdivison.
Provides that any such renewd of continuation is authorized to exceed the limitations set forthin
present condtitution and present law. Further provides that the proceeds derived from such
renewa or continuation shell be used solely for the purpose(s) set forth in the propostion
authorizing the renewd or continuation.

FIRE AND POLICE
HB 193 by Salter (Last Action — Act No. 196)

Changesthe period of time between publication of the notice for the request for proposal and the
date set for opening proposal s from 25 days to 10 days when a palitica subdivison seeks to
purchase certain used fire and emergency response vehicles and associated equipment. Prohibits
publication of the advertisement on a Saturday, Sunday, or legd holiday.

HB 212 by Bowler (Last Action — Senate Calendar)
SB 576 Marionneaux (Last Action — House Committee)

Would have authorized the fireand police avil service board insmal municipdities (7,000-13,000
pop.), parishes, and fireprotectiondidrictsto award attorney feesto an gppeding employeeto be
assessed againgt the gppointing authority not to exceed $1,000 under certain circumstances. Would
have provided that the award of attorney fees be subject to appropriation by the locd governing
authority.

HB 440 by Gallot (Last Action — House Committee)

Would have increased the minimum monthly salary of paid firemeninal parishesand fire protection
digricts and in municipalities with a population of 12,000 persons or morefrom$400 to $1,500.

HB 916 by Cazayoux (Last Action — Act No. 262)

Provides that any investigation of a fire employee conducted by the gppointing authority shdl be
completed within 60 days including the conducting of any pre-disciplinary hearing or conference.
However, in each political subdivison which is governed by fire and police civil service laws, the
fire department may petitionthe local governing authority for an extension of the time within which
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to complete the investigation. Provides that the governing authority may grant an extension of up
to 60 days for completing the investigation for good cause shown.

HB 1096 by Toomy (Last Action —Act No. 272)

Providesthat afiremanengaged inextinguishing afire, or protecting and saving life or property due
to afire or other emergency, and such activities would be considered to be within the course and
scope of his employment, except for the fact that the fireman was off duty or that the location of
the fire was outsde of the jurisdiction within which the fireman was employed or his area of
responshility, suchactivitiesare considered to be within the scope of the performanceof his officid
duties for purposes of benefits payable to survivors under present law. Does not apply if the
fireman is performing activities for which he is paid by another employer or contractor.

HB 1119 by Montgomery (Last Action — Sent to Governor)
HB 1150 by Montgomery (Last Action- Sent to Governor)

Rdative to municipalities with a population of 7,000-250,000 and parishes and fire protection
digricts, provides that departmental service in any classfied police position with the primary duty
or respongbility of police headquarters desk service, jaler, police matron, operations and
maintenance of radio, police dam, or Sgnd system automotive or police apparatus repairs,
Secretary to the chief, or department records clerk shal not be counted by any municipd fire and
police civil service board of any city in determining the total seniority in the departmental service
of aperson for the purposes of ranking the name of that person ona promotiona employment list
for acdlassfied police postionwiththe primary duty or responsbility of law enforcement, aposition
as chief or assgtant chief, or apogtion as an intradepartmenta division, bureau, squad, platoon,
or company officer of the police department. Providesthat the provisons of proposed law shdl
not be applicable to any person employed in any such postion prior to July 1, 2004.

HB 1184 by Cazayoux (Last Action — Act No. 274)

Provides for the length of time within which a municipd fire and police avil service board shdl
conduct an investigation. Provides that any investigation conducted by such board, except any
investigation conducted by the board upon its own motion, shal be completed within 60 days of
the board's receipt of the request for an investigation or recelpt of awritten petitionof any dtizen,
or both.

WATER/SEWER

HB 610 by Daniel (Last Action — Sent to Governor)
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Requiresthat agreements between sawerage service entitiesand water service entities providefor
the shutting off of water to enforce collection of sewer charges.

HB 1656 by Wright (Last Action —Sent to Governor)

Exempits the governing authority of a waterworks system from the requirement of employing an
engineer for any public works project the total cost of which is less than $50,000 including labor
and materiads.

SB 864 by McPherson (Last Action —Sent to Governor)

Providesthat a waterworks district of one parish, which supplies water to, or takes water from,
an adjoining parish, except any waterworks digtrict obtaining water from state running waters or
under a Special Use Parmit fromthe United States Forest Service, shdl only do so under the terms
and conditions st forth in afranchise agreement or mgority resolution of the governing authority
of the adjoining parish and amgority resolution of the governing authority of the cregting parish.

L ocAL HOUSING AUTHORITIES
HB 1583 by Gray (Last Action — Sent to Governor)

Prohibits a loca housng authority from terminating the tenancy of a household or aresdent or
terminating any other assstance provided by the authority for reasons of domestic abuse, dating
violence, or family violence committed againgt the head of household, member of household, or
resident.

SB 655 by Dardenne (Last Action — Sent to Governor)

Providesfor changesin the adminidration of sdf-insurance programs by loca housing authorities.
Provides that a loca housing authority may pool its generd liability risksin whole or in part with
those of other local housing authorities. Providesthat a housing authority may purchase its generd
lidhility, workers compensation, and property coverage insurance with other loca housing
authorities participating inand be onging to the interl ocal risk management agency, the pooled risks
of the participating local housing authorities to be described in a plan of coverages with the total
premium prorated among such participants. Provides further with respect to suchinsurance plans.

PLANNING/ZONING

HB 1082 by Burns (Last Action —Sent to Governor)
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Provides rdative to master plans adopted by parish and municipa planning commissions and
traning requirements for commisson members and members of advisory boards to such
commissions. Defines ameadter plan asagatement of public policy for the physica development
of a parish or municipdity adopted by a parish or municipd planning commisson. Requires dl
appointed members of parish and municipa planning commissons and of advisory boardsto such
commissions, indluding boards of zoning adjustment, to receive at least four hoursof traninginthe
duties, responghbilities, ethics, and substance of the positions held or to be held. Provides that the
training shdl take place either prior to the members taking office or no later than one year after
office is assumed.

CULTURE
HB 879 by Pinac (Last Action —House Committee)

Would have providedthat the Department of Culture, Recreationand Tourismshal be responsible
for the promotion of creative indudiries.

HB 1178 by Pinac (Last Action —Sent to Governor)

Changes the geographica boundaries of the Missssppi River Road Commission. In addition to
parishes dready defined as "River Road parishes’, includes the parishes of St. Bernard,
Plaquemines, Pointe Coupee, West Fdliciana, East Feliciana, Concordia, Tensas, Madison, and
East Carrall in such definition. Removes the specification that the jurisdiction of the commission
include dl territory within the geographica boundaries of the Historic Mississippi River Road
conggting of approximately 70 milesof roadway on each side of the Mississippi River betweenthe
cities of Baton Rouge and New Orleans. Increases the membership of the commisson from 28
to 29 by adding one member who is appointed by the governor and who represents a parish with
apopulation of 450,000-480,000 persons.

HB 1720 by Broome (Last Action —Sent to Governor)

Egtablishesthe Ne ghborhood Enhancement Programwithinthe Department of Culture, Recreation
and Tourism to assist municipdities in preparing and implementing a revitdization srategy for
di stressed neighborhood busi ness di stri cts through the establishment of neighborhood enhancement
programdigtricts and grants to provide for planning and improvements in suchdigtricts. Provides
that the department shdl adminigter the program in conjunction with the Louisana Main Street
Program.

STATE PARKS, HISTORIC SITES, AND PRESERVATION AREAS

HB 915 by Baylor (Last Action —Act No. 388)

Highlights
2004 Regular Session Page 69



Municipal, Parochial and Cultural Affairs

Removes certain provisons rdaive to the posting of boundaries of state parks, state historic sites,
dtate preservation areas, and other lands under the jurisdiction of the office of state parks.
Specificaly removes provison that providesthat posting inaccordance withprovisons of present
law shdl be construed as being in compliance with posting requirements of state law and loca
ordinances for the purpose of defining the crime of trespass and shdl not condtitute an affirmative
defenseto acharge of trespassinviolaion of suchlaw or ordinanceson lands under the jurisdiction
and control of the office of state parks.

HB 921 by Baylor (Last Action —Act No. 389)

Revisesthe ligts of state hidoric Sites, state parks, and state preservation areas within the office of
state parks. Revisesthelig of ate higtoric Stes by removing Trudeau and adding the Huey P.
Long Boundary marker, Rosedown Plantation, and Watson Brake. Revisesthelist of state parks
by adding Bogue Chitto, C. Bikham Dickson, Poverty Point Reservoir, Siddl, and Vardie
Parsons. Revisesthelist of Sate preservation areas by adding the Louisana State Arboretum, the
Atchafaaya Wilderness Center, and Big Cypress.

HB 1066 by Baylor (Last Action —Sent to Governor)

Increases the membership of the State Parks and Recreation Commission from 15 to 18 and
changes the composition of the commisson's membership. Specifies the membership of the
governor or his designee rather than providing that he may be represented by his executive
secretary or executive counsdl; increasesfromthreeto four the number of members at large to be
appointed by the governor, at least two of whom shdl be minorities, and adds two membersto be
appointed by the governor, eachfroma pane of four names, one submittedbythe L a. Preservation
Alliance and one submitted by the Foundationfor Historica La. Increasesthe number of members
condiituting aquorum fromfiveto 10.

MuUsEumMsS

HB 1127 by Burrél (Last Action — Sent to Governor)

Edtablishes the McNeill Street Pumping Station Museum in Shreveport within the Department of
State. Creates and provides for a governing board of the museum comprised of members who
have a knowledge of and an interest in engineering and the history of municipd waterworks as

follows

(1) 15 members appointed by the secretary of state, subject to Senate confirmation, to serve
four-year terms concurrent with the governor.

Highlights
Page 70 2004 Regular Session



Municipal, Parochial and Cultural Affairs

(2) Thedate archivig, the museum chief adminidirative officer, and the museum director, if any,
shdl each be ex officio members of the board.

HB 1197 by Baylor (Last Action - Conference Committee Report Rejected/Senate)

Would have provided that the professond director of the Louigana State Museum shall be
appointed by the lieutenant governor rather than the board of directors of the state museum.
Would have provided that the director serve at the pleasure of the lieutenant governor and receive
such sdary asfixed by the lieutenant governor in an amount that is congstent with the sdaries of
the directors of comparative museum systems.

SB 855 by Bajoie (Last Action — Sent to Governor)

Present law establishes the Louisana Civil Rights Museum asthe officid state avil rights museum.
Present law provides that the museum shdl be domiciled in the city of New Orleans and shdl be
operated, managed, and funded by the office of the state museum of the Department of Culture,
Recreationand Tourism(DCRT). SB 855 establishesthe L ouisanaCivil RightsMuseum Advisory
BoardwithinDCRT. Providesthat theboard shdl beinitialy composed of 21 members. Requires
the office of the state museum to present an annud report of the museum operations and
management to the advisory board.
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DEER HUNTING
HB 682 by Townsend (Last Action —Sent to Governor)

Authorizes the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission to promulgate and adopt rules and regulations
relative to deer or turkey harvest records and tagging. Providesthat the rules and regulations may
incdudethe tagging requirements; gender, age, and antler requirements; take and possessionlimits
and reporting requirements. Authorizes deer tagging only when a reduced buck limit is adopted
by the commission.

CONSTITUTIONAL RIGHT TO HUNT AND FISH
SB 2 by McPherson (Last Action — Filed with Secretary of Sate)

Adds condtitutiond provision gaing that the freedom to hunt, fish, and trap wildife is a vaued
naturd heritage that shal be forever preserved for the people. Provides that hunting, fishing, and
trapping are to be managed by law and regulation to protect, conserve, and replenish the natura
resources of the state. Retains the applicability of the burden of proof requirements otherwise
established by law for any chalenge to aregulation. Specifiesthat the provisiondoes not authorize
the use of private property to hunt, fish, or trap without the consent of the owner of the property.

ACCESSTO THE RUNNING WATERS OF THE STATE
HB 1521 by Cazayoux (Last Action —House Committee)

Provided that the running waters of the date and the aquetic life inhabiting those waters are and
remain the property of the state and that titte and ownership of these natural resources remans
unchanged whether they flow over public or private water bottoms. Provided that the running
waters and aguatic life are subject to the supervisonand control by the state. Prohibited aperson
from redtricting the public navigation of running waters which are navigable by a motorboat.
Defined "running waters' to include waters passing over any privately owned water bottom which
hasadirect natural or man-madeinlet or outlet to a state-owned water bottom and that is subject
to the ebb and flow of thetide of the Gulf of Mexico and the tiddly influenced arms and tributaries
passing through the coastd areas of this Sate.

HB 1525 by Lambert (Last Action —House Committee)
Amended in committee to provide that the running waters of this Sate are a public thing and any

waterway threefeet or greater indepth directly connected to a navigable body of water is subject
to public use. Provided that the servitude of public use created by the hill did not extend to the bed
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and banks of the waterways. Further entitled a private owner of the bank or bed to the standard
limitations of licbility.

SHRIMP ANTI-DUMPING SUIT
HB 1711 by Wooton (Last Action —Sent to Governor)

Applicable to the 2005 and 2006 license years, imposes an additiond $10/year/fishermen fee on
commercid shrimp trawls, skimmers, and butterfly nets, a $150 fee for wholesae/retail seafood
dedlerswho pay the shrimp excisetax; and anadditiona $1,000 feefor any wholesderetail dedler
who bought or sold more than 250,000 pounds of shrimp during the previous license year.
Provides for the deposit of the revenues from these additiond fees to the Shrimp Trade Petition
Account to be used for the promotion and protection of domestic wild-caught shrimp including the
payment of expenses related to the Southern Shrimp Alliance petition filed in December 2003 for
the impaosition of anti-dumping duties. Specifies that the additiona fee shdl cease to be collected
if the shrimp harvesters are ruled not digible to receive payments under the Byrd Amendment.
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BENEFITS
HB 58 by Triche (Last Action — Act N0.194)

Provides for early retirement of members of the Louisana State Employees Retirement
System who have attained age 50 and have at least 10 years of service credit. Limits such
retirement to the period from the Act's effective date through 12/31/06, and requires actuaria
reductionof benefits. Also requiresthat positionsin state government so vacated shal beabolished
and shall not be reestablished except in accordance with procedures in the Act.

HB 225 by Farrar (Last Action — Sent to Governor)

Guarantees payment by the Teachers Retirement System of Louisana (TRSL) of the
employee'stota accumulated contributions, whether through survivor benefit or payment to his
estate, bringing TRSL in line with the provisons governing the L ouisana State Employees’
Retirement System, the L ouisiana School Employees Retirement System, and the State
Police Pension and Retirement System.

HB 980 by Schneider (Last Action — Act No. 340)

Allows any person who has been a member of the Louisana State Employees Retirement
System for at least one year to purchase up to five years of service credit by paying dl actuarid
codsin alump sum sufficient to offset any increase in accrued ligbility of the system.

HB 1207 by Bruneau (Last Action —House Committee)

Would have dlowed anextra 1% benefit accrual to any statewide el ected officid who isamember
of any actuarially fundedpublicretirement system. Would have required the officid to make
contributions of an additiona 4% of saary.

SB 243 by Boissiere (Last Action — Sent to Governor)

Allowsan extra1% benefit accrual to any personwho is or has been attorney genera or secretary
of date who is a member of any actuarially funded public retirement system. Requiresthe
officid to make employeecontributions of an additiona 4% of sdary. Allowsan extra.5% benefit
accrua to any legidaive employee who is a member of the Louisana State Employees
Retirement System and who does not aready receive an additiona 1% benefit. Requiresthe
employee to make contributions of an additiond 1.5% of sdary.
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HB 373 by Schneider (Last Action —Act N0.207)
HB 537 by Arnold (Last Action — House Committee)

Provides for required educationd training for members of the boardsof trustees of all state and
statewide retirement systems. Adds the laws, rules, and regulations of the system as an area
of required educetion, inadditiontoinvesment trainingand educationin actuarial science and ethics
and fiduciary respongbilities.

HB 1200 by LaFleur (Last Action—Act No.275)

Requires each state and statewide public retirement system to submit its proposed annual
operating budget to the Joint Legidaive Committee onthe Budget for review and approval for the
state systems and review for the statewide systems.

HB 1201 by Cazayoux (Last Action —House Committee)

Would have provided for oversight by the state treasurer of investment personnel and policies of
the Louisiana State Employees Retirement System, the Teacher s Retirement System of
L ouisiana, the Louisana School Employees Retirement System, and the State Police
Pension and Retirement System.

HB 1215 by L aFleur (Last Action—Act No. 116)

Requires persons who have or who are seeking to obtain a contractua or other relationship with
a state or statewide public retirement system to disclose certain expenditures on public
servants dfiliated withsuchretirement sysems. Provides for pendtiesfor falure to file, filing late,
or filing a fdse report. Requires the board chairman for each system to notify each person he
knows would be required to file areport and to forward the natificationto the EthicsBoard. (See
House and Government Affairs section for further details)

SB 835 by Boissiere (Last Action — Sent to Governor)

Requires consultants and money managers of state and statewide public retirement systems
to fully discloseto system sponsorsany conflictsof interest, induding non-pension Sponsor sources
of revenue. Specifiesthat consultantsalso shdl provide full disclosureof any paymentsthey receive
from money managers, in hard or soft dollars, for any services they provide, including but not
limited to performance measurement, business consulting, and education.

Highlights
Page 76 2004 Regular Session



Retirement

SCR 12 by Dardenne (Last Action — Filed with the Secretary of State)

Requires the four public state retirement systems (state employees, teachers, school
employees, and state police) to comply with sate policy, procedures, and regulations governing
travel, contracts, and procurement.

REAMORTIZATION OF UNFUNDED ACCRUED LIABILITIES

SB 622 by Boissiere (Last Action —Sent to Governor)

Provides for reamortization of certain unfunded accrued ligbilities of the Louisana State
Employees Retirement System, the Teachers Retirement System of L ouisana, and the
L ouisiana School Employees Retirement System. Lengthens fromthe lesser of 15 years or
until 2029 from the date of occurrence to 30 years from the date of occurrence the amortization
period for changes in certain gains, losses, and experience of the systems. Providesthat asof July
1, 2004, the bal ancesinthe Employee Experience Accounts of the L ouisiana State Employees
Retirement Systemandthe T eacher s Retirement Systemof L ouisana shdl be zero. Limits
the amount of money that may accumulate in the accounts and prohibits the balances from faling
below zero. Providesfor agross minmumemployer contributionrate of 15.5% for the L ouisana
State Employees Retirement SystemandtheTeacher s Retirement Systemof L ouisana.

HB 860 by Schneider (Last Action —House Calendar)

Would have lengthened fromthe lesser of 15 years or until 2029 from the date of occurrence to
30 years from the date of occurrence the amortization period for changes in certain gains, |0sses,
and experience of the Louisiana State Employees Retirement System, the Teachers
Retirement System of L ouisiana, the L ouisiana School Employees Retirement System,
and the State Police Pension and Retirement System.

SB 623 by Boissiere (Last Action —House Calendar)

Would have provided for reamortization of certain unfunded accrued ligbilities of the Teachers
Retirement Systemof Louisana. Would have lengthened fromthe lesser of 15 yearsor until
2029 from the date of occurrenceto 30 yearsfromthe date of occurrence the amortization period
for changesin certain gains, losses, and experience of the system. Would have provided that as
of July 1, 2004, the balanceinthe Employee Experience Account of the Teachers Retirement
System of Louisana would be zero. Would have limited the amount of money that may
accumulate in the account and prohibited the balance from falling below zero. Would have
providedfor agrossminmumemployer contributionrate of 15.5% for the Teacher s Retirement
System of Louisana.
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HB 1208 by Schneider (Last Action —House Committee)

Would have provided for reamortization of certain unfunded accrued liabilities of the Teachers
Retirement System of Louisiana. Would have lengthened from the lesser of 15 years or until
2029 fromthe date of occurrenceto 30 years from the date of occurrence the amortization period
for changes in certain gains, losses, and experience of the sysem. Would have provided that as
of duly 1, 2004, the baance in the Employee Experience Account of the Teachers Retirement
System of Louisana would be zero. Would have limited the amount of money that may
accumulate in the account and prohibited the balance from faling below zero.

HB 1216 by Schneider (Last Action —House Committee)

Would have provided for resmortization of certain unfunded accrued liabilities of the L ouisana
State Employees Retirement System. Would have lengthened fromthe lesser of 15 yearsor
until 2029 from the date of occurrence to 30 years from the date of occurrence the amortization
period for changesin certain gains, losses, and experience of the systems. Would have provided
that as of duly 1, 2004, the balance in the Employee Experience Accounts of the L ouisana State
Employees Retirement Systemwould be zero. Would have limited the amount of money thet
may accumulate in the account and prohibited the balance from faling below zero.

HB 1234 by Schneider (Last Action —House Committee)

Would have provided for resmortization of certain unfunded accrued liabilities of the L ouisana
State Employees Retirement Systemandthe Teacher s Retirement Systemof L ouisana.
Would have lengthened fromthe lesser of 15 years or until 2029 from the date of occurrence to
30 yearsfromthe date of occurrence the amortization period for changesin certain gains, losses,
and experience of the systems. Would have provided that as of July 1, 2004, the baancesinthe
Employee Experience Accounts of the L ouisiana State Employees Retirement Systemand
theTeacher s Retirement Systemof L ouisiana would be zero. Would havelimited theamount
of money tha may accumulate in the accounts and prohibitsthe balances from fdling below zero.

DEMAND
HB 1084 by Pinac (Last Action —Sent to Governor)

Requires the board of trustees of the Louisana Assessors’ Retirement Fund (LARF) to
cdculate any shortfdl in amounts due to the fund from loca tax collectors and certify this
information to the legidative auditor. Provides that the legidative auditor shdl certify the amount
due LARF. Requires tax collectors who have faled to remit monies due to remit an amount
determined by LARF not to exceed 15% of revenue sharing monies otherwise due to the
delinquent governmenta entity, such additiona remittance to be paid until the certified shortfall
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amount has been paid. Grants LARF board authority to negotiate a lesser amount to satisfy the
debt. If officid respongble for tax collection fails to remit to LARF the revenue sharing monies
due, dlows LARF board to make demand upon the state treasurer for the monies due and
providesthat the treasurer pay suchdemand beforedistribution of revenue sharing to the ddinquent
political subdivison. Appliesto shortfalls regardiess of when the shortfal initily arose.

HB 1009 by Pinac (Last Action —Sent to Governor)

Allowsthe Clerks of Court Retirement and Rdief Fund board of trustees to make demand
upon the state treasurer for taxes owed to the fund but not remitted.

HB 1205 by Pinac (Last Action —House Committee)

Would have alowed the Sheriffs Pension and Relief Fund board of trusteesto make demand
upon the State treasurer for taxes owed but not remitted and required the state treasurer to deduct
such amounts from revenue sharing funds.

COST-SAVING PLAN M ODIFICATIONS
HB 1161 by Tucker (Last Action — Senate Committee)

Would have created a defined contribution retirement plan within the Louisana State
Employees Retirement Systemfor al persons employed on or after July 1, 2006.

HB 1630 by Danidl (Last Action — House Committee)

Would have provided for a defined benefit plan for persons employed in positions covered by the
L ouisiana State Employees Retirement System (LASERS) on or after Jan. 1, 2006, with
changes to current LASERS plan provisons applicable to such employees, including higher
employee contribution rates, a longer average compensation time frame, tougher anti-spiking
provisions, and guaranteed cost-of-living adjustments.

SB 792 by Dardenne (Last Action — Failed to Pass/House)
Rdativeto digihility for retirement for membersof the L ouisiana State Employees Retirement

System, origindly would have provided that amember could only receive benefits after 10 years
of service a age 60 or more. Fina form was subgtantialy the same as HB 1630 above.

SB 790 by Theunissen (Last Action —House Calendar)
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Would have provided for gricter anti-spiking provisons for members of the Louisiana State
Employees Retirement System, withincreasesinthe find three yearslimited to 15% measured
in three different periods, rather than the 25% measured in two different periods in current law.

SCR 15 by Dardenne (Last Action — Senate Concurrence)

Requires the Commission on Public Retirement to study the benefits, risks, and issuesinvolved in
and the feaghility of establishing a portable defined contribution plan or amodified defined benefit
plan (induding specified provisions) in the L ouisiana State Employees Retirement System,
the Teachers' Retirement System of Louisana, the Louisiana School Employees
Retirement System, and the State Police Pension and Retirement System for dl new
employees hired after July 1, 2006. Requires the commisson to submit areport of itsfindingsto
the House and Senate committees on retirement on or before February 1, 2005.
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M OTORCYCLES, MOTOR SCOOTERS, AND ELECTRIC MOBILITY AIDS

HB 109 by Baudoin (Last Action —Sent to Governor)
SB 29 by Chaisson (Last Action —House Calendar)

HB 109 requires dl operators or riders of motorcycles, motor-driven cycles, and motorized
bicyclesto wear a safety helmet.

SB 29 would have required any person under 21 years of age who operates or rides upon a
motorcycle, motor-drivencycle, or motorized bicycde to wear a safetyhdmet. Additiondly, would
have required completion of the Motorcycle Safety, Awareness, and Operator Training Program
or a motorcycle operator training course approved by the Department of Public Safety and
Corrections prior to licensureto operate such vehicles. Would have required the office of motor
vehiclesto issue "M" endorsement stickers for license plates.

HB 1260 by Cazayoux (Last Action —Sent to Governor)

Authorizes parish or municipa governing authorities to authorize the operation of motor scooters
at a speed not to exceed 20 mphby persons eight years old or older between sunrise and sunset
on any sdewak under its jurisdiction. Prohibits any parent, guardian, or person with legal
responsibility for achild under 18 years of age to knowingly alow the child to operate or ride on
such scooters without wearing an gpproved safety helmet.

Requires a person engaged in sdling or renting motor scooters to post notice that Louisana law
requires operators or riders under 18 years of age to wear a safety helmet.

Authorizesthe operation of dectric personal assgtive mobility deviceson sidewaks, bicydepaths,
and highways with posted speed limitsof 35 mphor less, except that parish or municipa governing
authorities may limit or prohibit the operation of such devices on any sdewalk, bicyde path, or
highway under itsjurisdiction.

SB 46 by Theunissen (Last Action — Sent to Governor)

Grants persons with mohility impairments who operate an eectric mobility aid the samerights as
able-bodied pedestrians to usestreets, sdewalks, and walkways. Authorizeseectric mohility aids
to be operated, during daylight hours, on any road or street, if the posted speed limit is25 mph or
lessor if suitable sdewalks or bicyde paths are not available, onany marked or designated bicycle
path, in residential subdivisions, on any street or roadway necessary to cross, or as a reasonable
accommodation under the Americans with Disabilities Act.
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HB 1103 by Bowler (Last Action — House Committee)

Would have included motor scooters with a motor of not more than five horsepower within the
definition of "motorized bicycles' and exempted such vehicles from safety hdmet requirements,
compulsory ligbility security requirements, and registration requirements.

M OTOR VEHICLES

HB 528 by Futrel (Last Action —House Calendar)
SB 341 by Chaisson (Last Action —Act No. 15)

SB 341 prohibits the operator of amotor vehide or the passenger in or on amotor vehicle, while
the vehide is being operated on a public highway or right-of-way, to possess an open dcohaolic
beverage container or to consume an dcoholic beverage inthe passenger areaof amotor vehicle.

Increases the pendty for vidlaions from a fine of not more than $50 to afine of not more than
$100. Court costs shdl be assessed in addition to the fine.

Preempts parish or municipa governing authoritiesfromenacting any code or ordinance regulating
the possession of dooholic beverages in motor vehicles. However, the governing authority of a
locd governmental subdivison with a population in excess of 50,000 may enact a code or
ordinance that imposes a pendty greater than that provided in state law.

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION AND DEVELOPMENT

HB 630 by Quezaire (Last Action —House Committee)
SB 519 by Ellington (Last Action — House Calendar)
HB 635 by Quezaire (Last Action —Sent to Governor)

Authorizes the Department of Trangportation and Development to contract with a qudified third
party or parties for the placement, erection, and maintenance of specific informationlogo sgnsand
supports within interstate and fully controlled access highway rights-of-way. Requires the
department and the qudified party or parties to negotiate the terms of the contract; however, the
third party shal pay the department $150,000 per year or 10% of the gross revenue of the logo
sgn program, whichever is gregter, for use of rights-of-way.

Requires establishment of an advisory committeg, if the department contracts with athird party or
parties, to monitor and make recommendations regarding the logo sign program to the qudified

third party.
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Requiresthequdified third party to establishreasonable feesfor logo Sgns and soecificinformeation
sagns, however, sats forth maximum fees that can be charged.

HB 1517 by Quezaire (Last Action —House Calendar)

Would have authorized the Department of Trangportationand Development to use the design-build
method to congtruct the new Missssppi River Bridge at St. Francisville (connection to U.S. 61)
including approach structures and connecting roadways, which project isincluded in the TIMED
Program. Additionally, would have authorized the secretary of the department to select an
additional project to utilize the design-build method; however, the cost of such additiona project
shdl not exceed $5 million.

Would have provided for procedures regarding design-build contracts.

PORTS

HB 1398 by Tucker (Last Action —House Committee)

Would have abolished the Port of New Orleans, the Plaquemines Port, Harbor and Terminal

Didrict and the St. Bernard Port, Harbor and Termind Didrict and created the Lower Missssippi
River Port Authority having the jurisdiction and authority of the abolished ports.
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2004 FIRST EXTRAORDINARY SESSION

STATE SALESAND USE TAX
HB 1 by Hammett (Last Action — Act No. 4)

Suspends certain exemptions to 3% of the ate sales and use tax from 7/1/04-6/30/09. All but
the following exemptions are suspended:

Direct sdes of farm products by producer.

Usetax for farm products consumed by producer.

Certain farm equipment.

Fertilizer and farm products containers sold by farmers.

Prescription drugs and other medica and patient aids.

Ships and ships supplies.

Seeds used in planting of crops.

Pedticides used for agricultural purposes.

Sales by blind persons.

Sdes by nonprofit organizations.

Purchases by commercid fishermen.

Diesd fud or LPG used for farm purposes.

Purchases made with food stamps and under the W.1.C. program.

Exemptions under the Enterprise Zone Law.

Purchases in domed stadiums owned by the state and in certain
other publicly owned facilities.

Purchases for first use offshore.

Rail rolling stock.

Utilities used by steelworks and blast furnaces.

Also suspends exemptions for business utilitiesto 2% of the state salesand use tax and 80% of 1%
of the tate sales and use tax from 7/1/04-6/30/09.

HB 2 by Hammett (Last Action — Act No. 1)

Excludes from the 4% state sales and use tax the purchase, lease, or renta of manufacturing
meachinery and equipment by manufacturing machinery and equipment by manufacturers within
NAIC codes 31-33 and agriculturd, forestry, and fishing and hunting sectors 11 of the NAIC
code. The phaseout beginsin FY 2004-2005 with a 5% reduction and continues as follows:

Taxable Period Reduction
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For the period beginning on 7/1/05
and ending on 6/30/06 19%
For the period beginning on 7/1/06
and ending on 6/30/07 35%
For the period beginning on 7/1/07
and ending on 6/30/08 44%
For the period beginning on 7/1/08
and ending on 6/30/09 68%
For the period beginning on 7/1/09
and ending on 6/30/10 82%
For dl taxable periods beginning on or after 7/1/10 100%

CORPORATION FRANCHISE

HB 3 by Hammett (Last Action — Act No. 2)

Phases out the inclusion of borrowed capita in the corporation franchise tax base by 1/1/12.
TAX CREDITS

HB 10 by Hammett (Last Action —Act No. 7)

Extends the motion picture investor tax credit through 12/31/06.

SALESAND UsE TAX EXEMPTIONS

HB 8 by Faucheux (Last Action —Act No. 5)

Extends the sales and use tax exemptions for stedl works and blast furnaces through 6/30/07.
HB 15 by Strain (Last Action — Act No. 8)

Excludes purchases by consumers of certain fuels or gases, such as butane or propane, for
resdentia use from the Sate sales and use tax.

HB 35 by Montgomery (Last Action —Act No. 10)

Highlights
Page 86 2004 Regular Session



Waysand M eans

Exempts trucks with a gross weght of 26,000 pounds or more and trailers or contract carrier
buses used 80% of the time in interstate commerce from the state sdles and use tax.

2004 REGULAR SESSION

CAPITAL OUTLAY

HB 2 by Hammett (Last Action —Sent to Governor )
HB 3 by Hammett (Last Action — Sent to Governor)

Provides for the comprehensive capitd outlay budget and for implementationof afive-year capita
improvement program.

GIFT TAX

HB 198 by Bruneau (Last Action — Senate Calendar)

Would have phased in areduction and then repeal of the gift tax over afive-year period.
TAX/AD VALOREM - EXEMPTION

HB 485 by Bruneau (Last Action — Act No. 212)

Authorizes exemption of motor vehicles owned by persons 65 years of age or older from genera
or specid ad vaorem taxes of municipdities or didricts created by them.

HB 694 by Arnold (Last Action — Senate Committee)

Would have removed prohibition against extending exemption for motor vehicles to municipa
taxes.

HOMESTEAD EXEMPTION

HB 676 by Doer ge (Last Action — House Calendar)
HB 724 by Hammett (Last Action — House Calendar)
SB 806 by Dupre (Last Action — Sent to Secretary of Sate)

Condtitutional amendment providesthat homestead exempt property is limited to property owned
and occupied by the owners; provides for land classified and assessed at use vaue; provides that
a field which qudifies for a homestead exemption may have timber on it; prohibits granting the
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homestead exemption to bond for deed property unless granted before June 20, 2004; explicitly
prohibits more than one homestead exemption gpplying to any person; and requiresthe homestead
exemption to extend to the following:

(@) Property owned by an irrevocable trust when the principa beneficiary or beneficiaries of
the trust are the settlor or settlors of the trust and were the immediady prior ownersof the
homestead, and the homestead is occupied as such by aprincipa beneficiary, but only if
the property was qudified for the homestead exemptionimmediately prior to the transfer
to the trust or would have beendigible for the homestead exemptionif such property were
not owned in trust.

2 Property where the usufruct of the property has been granted for the lifetime of no more
than two usufructuaries who were the immediate prior owners of the homestead, and the
homestead is occupied as such by a usufructuary, and the grant of the usufruct has been
made by a person or persons either in the direct ascending or descending line of the
usufructuary but only if the property was qudlified for the homestead exemption
immediatdy prior to the granting of suchlifetime usufruct, or would have been qudified for
the homestead exemption if such usufruct had not been granted.

3 Natural personor persons and anirrevocable trust created by anatura person or persons

in which the beneficiaries of the trust are anatura person or persons provided that the
provisons of the proposed congtitutional amendment are otherwise satisfied.

SPECIAL FUELS

HB 777 by Hammett (Last Action — Senate Calendar)
SB 394 by Barham (Last Action — Sent to Secretary of Sate)

Condtitutional amendment - Prohibits politica subdivisons fromlevying or collecting ataxondiesel
fud unlessthe politica subdivison haslevied the tax continuoudy since January 1, 1975.

L ouisIANA TAX COMMISSION
HB 1700 by Daniel (Last Action — Sent to Governor)

Requiresthe Louisana Tax Commissionto create a statewide ad val oremtax assessment database
for publication on the Internet. Requires participation of parishes over 75,000.

HB 1341 by Hammett (Last Action — Act No. 112)
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Increases Louisana Tax Commisson membership from three to five to be appointed by the
governor from the Public Service Commission didtricts.

EcoNnomic DEVELOPMENT
HB 1309 by Shepherd (Last Action — Sent to Governor)

Requires certain contracts or cooperative endeavor agreements issued by the state to contain a
refund provision under certain circumstances.

BONDS

HB 1504 by Montgomery (Last Action —Sent to Governor)

Prohibits State Bond Commisson approval of industrid revenue and other bonds by industria
development boards in certain parishes unlessfirst approved by local governmentd entities affected
by the bond issuance.

TAXING DISTRICTS

HB 1558 by Honey (Last Action — Senate Committee)

Would have prospectively prohibited tax increment financing if school revenues are reduced.
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